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To the Impartial Reader. 


E for many Years beholding, to our unſpeakable Grief, the la- 
mentable Declinings of this Church, and a Courſe of Defecti- 
on incontroulably carried on, ſo manifeſtly oppoſite ro our Re- 


; 
— 


ceſtors, of precious Memory, and ſuch arbitrary Meaſures gone into, 
and exeente by the Majority, who now bear the chief Sway in Fccleſia- 
ſtick Managements, as directly tend to lead us our of all Sight and 
Senſe of the above-named Principles, aud to bury our moſt Solemn and 
National Engagements (of indiſpenſible Obligation) in utter Oblivion, 
ro the laſting Reproach, and inevitable Ruin of theſe Lands, Ezek. 17 
1 5. 19. | 
We ſay, the Fear, and, alas! too well grounded Fealouſy of our bes 
ing any further betrayed out of the foreſaid covenanred Principles, 
moved tis to repreſent the following, moſt material, and weighty Grie- 
vauces, ſo very ſimitiug and wounding to our Conſtiences, to the late 
General Aſſembly, met at Edinburgh, May 4% 1732, as the only pro- 
er Court competent to judge of, and redreſs our Complaints: But, in- 
ſtead of their giving, or our getting, any Satisfaction, or Hope of Re- 
medy herein, our Repreſentation was untenaerly rejected; for after 
that our Papers, to wit, the leſſer and langer, together with a Paper 
of human Teſtimonies, were given iu to the Clerk's Hand on the ſixth 
Day of May, and ſome Days thereafter the leſſer Paper was read in a 
wery. numerous Audience in the Committee of Bills, then ſitting in the 


Aſſembly-houſe ; aud, after ſome ſhort Reaſoning, the ſaid Committee 


rhought it proper to refer for Advice to the Committee of Overtures, 
whether to tranſmit the ſaid Papers to the Aſſembly, or not. The I/ 
me whereof was, and to whith the Bills agreed, That the Papers 
Poti be referred to the Committee of Iuſtructions, and that three or 


four Brethren, for that End, ſhould evtract the ſeveral Heads contain-: 


ed therein (which ſbam Appointments were never obſerved.) Againſt 
A 2 which 


formation-Prineiptes, and the Practice of our reforming An- 


Iv To the Impartial Reader. 
evbich wwe objected, as being a Burying of our * , in regard me 
humbly conceived they could neuer go to the Aſſembly by Way of In- 
ftruftion as coming from us, but on in the Shape of a Petition or 
| "Repreſentation ; and therefore wwe craved a Tranſmiſſion of our Papers 
to the Aſſembly, or a Deliverance. of them to us, with their Refuſal 
marked. To which [t was anſwered, The Committee had determined 
that Matter, and it could not be reverſed. Lon which, as we were a- 
bout to inſtrument them, the Moderator was pleaſed to cut us bo, by 
holding up his Hands to pray. Aſter tuo or three Days Deliberation 
on ſuch hard Treatment, and that me might exoner ourſelves and our 
Conſtituents, we gave in to the Aſſembly a Supphication and Complaint, 
craving a Reading, it being very ſhort : To which the Moderator would 
give no Notice, nor ſhew the leaſt Regard, tho aefired by ſome Mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly, but ſaid, Let us go to other Buſineſs. Upon which 
abe gave in a Written Proteſtation, with Half a Guinea, to the Clerk's 
Hand ; and, on the third Day after the Riſing of the Aſſembly, ſome 
of our Number went to the Clerk, craving an Fxtraft of the foreſaia 
Complaint and Proteſtation ; who anſwered, That, in regard the Aſſem- 
bly had not allowed him to mark it, he could not grant any Extract ; 
Upon which we took Tnſiruments in the Hands of a Notar-publick. 
From which it is plain, that the N e unaccountable Treatment 
of ſuch a Body of Subſcribers and Aaherents (tho but a few of the 
many Thouſands of the aggreived Chriſtian People throngh this National 
Church, who had not Tree » for Want of timeous Information, to ad- 
Join our ſaid Repreſentation) is not only à direct contrauveening one of 
the prime Ends of the Divine Appointment of that ſpiritual Conrt, 
awhich is to receive Complaints in ch of Mal-adminiſtration (See Con- 
fel. of Faith, Chap. 3 1. Parag. 3. with the Scriptnure-proofs ; as alſo 
be Claim of Right) ut doth alſo increaſe and confirm our Fealouſies, 
that Presbyterian Principles have but a flippry, if any Rooting at all, 
in the moſt of theſe who now bear the chief Sway in our Church-judica- 
eories ; and that they are ſtrongly inclined, if not conſpiring, to introduce 
abjured Prelacy in Name, as it is already in a great Meaſure in Exerciſe. 
Aud altho awe lay our Account to be exclaimed againſt,and that not more 
virulently, than by ſuch as are the Ringleaders of our preſent Defections, 
and nominal and lukewarm Profeſſors, who love to have it ſo : Yet we 
perſwade ourſelves, that no reaſonable Perſon, of ſound Principles, 
207 ſuffer themſebves to be ſo far a 6 upon by any falſe or ground- 
beſs Stories, as to take the leaſt Umbrage at ſo modeſt and . Ap- 
pearance ; nor yet miſconſtruct the Simplicity and Plaitnneſs of Speech 
*ſed by us, without any ill Intention, in our Way of repreſenting what 
palpable Wrongs Chriſt, the Church's only Head, with his poor . 
| Members, have received, and are receiving, in this cloudy Day of 
tameutable Apoſtaſy and Defection, under the Exerciſe of _ 
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* 
Tyranny. And we hope, none nb way Strangers in our Iſrael, who 
know not, that the ſpiritual Oppreſſion, Robbery, and Uſurpation, now 
fo avowedly practiſea, without any Precedent, extorting Groans and 
Tears from the Hearts and Eyes of many Thouſands in this Nation, 
are the omy Reaſons that moved us to this dutiful and humble Eſfay : 
Aud we leave it to the impartial World to judge, whether the firm Ad- 
Bereuts to Reformation aud covenanted Principles, or our Accuſers, who 
have in a great Meaſure revolted from them, aud do practically coum- 
teract them, be moſt worthy of the Charge of Schiſm . And tho the 
World ſhould hold us as ſuch, yet wwe, after the Example of the holy 
e Acts 24. 14. own and confeſs, 7 hat after the Way which they 
call Hereſy, ſo worſhip we the God of our Fathers, aud reſolve through 
Grace ſo to 40. Aua, leſt any ſhould charge us with the falſe and ground» 
A Calumnies of ſeditions and difloyal Principles, we hereby take Oc- 
caſion, for obviating ſuch, and the like, Objeftions, ingenuou/ly, aud in a 
few Words, to declare our Sentiments anent Civil Magiſtracy, as already 
done to our Hand by the Weſtminſter Aſembly, whoſe "hg Words 
on that Head are as follows : We, with the reformed Churches, believe 
alſo, and openly confeſs, the Power and Authority of Emperors over 
their Empires, and Kings over their Kingdoms, of Princes and Dukes 
over their Dominions, and of other Magiſtrates and States over their 
Common-wealth and Cities, to be the Ordinances of God himſelf ; ap- 
pointed as well to the Manifeſtation of his own Glory, as to the ſingular 
Profit of Mankind: And withal, that, by Reaſon of the Will of God 
himſelf revealed in his Word, we mult not only ſuffer, and be content 
that thoſe do rule who are let over their Territories, whether by heredi- 
. tary, or by elective Right, but alſo to love them, fear them, and with 
all Reverence and Honour embrace them, as the Ambaſſadors and Mini- 
ſters of the moſt high and good God, being in his Stead, and preferred 
for the Good of their Subjects; to pour out Prayers for them, to pay 
Tributes to them, and in all Buſineſs of the Common- wealth, which are 
not againſt the Word of God, to obey their Laws and Edicts. 
Aud again, in the Words of the General Aſſembly of the Church of 
Scotland, held at Glaſgow 1638, zhus ; Nay, no Religion giveth them 
(viz. the ſupreme Magilraes their Due, but ours; for Popery topeth 
them over: But, do one Thing to us, let us give Chriſt his higheſt 
Place, and- nothing that may honour and pleaſe Kings, but we ſhall al- 
together down at their Feet with it; whereby it is plain, that 
we, according to our ſoreſaid Principles, are cheerfully ready to give 
—— the Things that are Celar's, and unto God the Things that 
are God's. | 
The prime Part and Subſtance of the following Teſtimony, and to 
which all the other Parts of it may be reduced, is, in a few Woras,, 
That Feſus Chriſt is the alone King, Lawgiver, and Head of 2 N 
| thurch ;, 


N L 
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Church ; not only conſidered as his Body Myſtical, wherein he exerti- 
ſeth his ſaid Heaſhip inviſibly, by his gracious Influences and Opera- 
tions; but alſo as ſhe is his Body Political and Miniſterial, wherem he, 
and none elſe beſides him, has er his own Officers, Laws, Oradi- 
mances, Courts, Government, aud Cenſures, independent on any Furiſ- 
dAiction under Heaven, excepting his own: Ana, for any Officer in his 
Houſe, or yet an Aſſembly of 2 Officers, 0 aſſume a Power of ma- 
king new Laws, or Laws contrary to thoſe Ag. Great Lawgiver, im- 
- Poſing them on any, of the free Subjects of His Kingdom, is, ud doubt, 
a Piece of moſt criminal Bolaneſs, and an explivite Denying of their 
Great Maſter's Heaaſbip, and an Twoading, with a Witneſs, bis legiſla- 
tive Powar aud Authority. Ana, we are much afraid his foreſaid Au- 
thority *was roo much emrenches upon, and Heagſhip) untenderiy 
around, when, in the laſt Aſſembly, popular Election, one of the 
great Laws of the Church s Royal Head aud Lawgiver, was arraign- 
ea, judged, and judicially condemned; and not only a Civil Patronage, 
one of Antichrit's, Tftitzitions, homologate; but an Eccleſiaſtick Patro- 


nage approven and eſtabliſued with the Solemnity of an Act, whereby 


'our heavy Yokes, as with a triple Cord, are more ſtrongly wreathed and 
bound about our. Necks, than, perhaps, by any antecedent Law ſince 
our firſt Reformation from Popery : Aud conſequently, all the Chriſtian 
People within this Church (now-a-aays termed by ſome hanghty Church- 
men, the Mob and Rabble) are, as we conceive, virtually and on the 
Matter laid under the formidable Sentence of Excommunication ; eſpe- 
cially conſidering, That any, or all, who cannot in Conſcience ſubmit 

ro the Miniſtry of Hirelings obtruged on them according to the foreſais 
Atts, muſt.of Neceſſity, according to the known Orden and Rules of this 
Church, 

_ deprived, of the Benefit of Goſpel and ſealing Ordinances. And altho 
we have good Reaſon to ly. in Tears before the Lord, with our Mouths 
in the Duſt, juſtifying the holy One in all his Proceedings towards us, 
eſpecially when wwe reflect upon our manifold Provcations, our having 
ſo often lighted precious Chriſt and bis freeſt Grace offered in the Goſpel, 
our Unbeltef, and Grieving of the Holy Spirit, and our not having 
anly 11nproven our ſpiritual Privileges ; yet, wherein have we offended 
aud treſpaſſes againſt our Paſtors and Eccleſiaſtick. Rulers, that they 
are thus moved to lord it over God's Heritage, and trample under Foot 
#he Sheep of. the Lord's Paſture? and to bind us, as ſo many brutal 
Creatures, to their Stalls.or Mangers, obliging us to feed on ſuch Food; 
yea, cramming down our Throats-what Meat they think proper to lay 
before us, how: pernicious ſoever we may judge it to be to our immortal 

Souls? Alas, that ſuch melancholly Tidings bould be told in Gath, or 

9 cee iu the Streets of Askelon, to make the Daughters of the Phi- 
iſtines rejoice, and Unciremnciſed triumph, and the Mother. and Mi- 


fireſs 


ay their Accounts, and reſolve upon their being refuſed, if not 


Cathearals! And. how may the Tord pgrefed little Ones, with the 
Church of ola, Lam. 1. 14. cry 0, The Yoke of my Tranſgreſſions is 


bound by his Hand, they are wreathed and come up u my Neck ? 
For theſe Things I each mine Eye, e don 

eth forth her Hands, and there is none 

to comfort her, G However the Iudolent, Erroneous, and Luke- 
warm, may. conſtruct of this our Teſtimony ; yet, if it may. ſerve to exo- 
urdened Conſciences,. to bear Witneſs for Truth, 

eaſure ſubſervient to the Redeemer's Glory, or to let Pa- 


9. 16. 
with Tears. v. 17. Zion {pr 


ner our . and 
to be in any 

ſterity know there was a Handful and Remnant in this of Dege- 
neracy, wreſtling againſt the Torrent and Stream of the preſent Back- 


flidings and Defeftions, to quicken the Zeal of others, and to cool the 


Rage of our mighty e ; it will not, we hope, be altogether um- 
ſerviceable: Or yet, if it all tend to revive the Memory of ſeveral 
long buried Truths, or ſpall ferve as the Box of Ointment for anointing 
of, and like Joleph of Arimathea's Piece of Linen for wrapping. about, 
ſome lately crucified and lain Truths, until it pleaſe the bleſſes Author 
of all Truth to grant them a Reſurrection; or, if like the Goats Hair 
or Baager's Skin, the poor Man's Offering, it ſhall, in any Manner, 
ſerve to protect and defend againſt the furious Blaſts of Error, and hea- 
wy. Blows of Eccleſiaſtick Tyranny, the Lord's ſore ſnaken and tottering 
Tabernacle; we ſay, if it ſpould contribute in the leaſt Degree to any 
of "_ or the like Enas, wwe ſoail be well ſatisfied, and abundantly re- 
Warden. 


That our following Teſtimony might want nothing to render it the 


wore complete; and that it might come out to the World in Print, in 
zbe ſame Shape as it was preſented and given in to the General Lune 
; and for removing Objeftions againſt the ' Subſcriptions as 


vere received. 


Tho both Repreſentations are materially ſubſcribed, yet we chuſed 
only formally to ſubſcribe the leſſer, that it might be the more habile 


ny . 
aud ſizeable for the Aſſembly ; and that all Handle of Objection, from 


its Bulk and Largeneſs, againſt its being read, might be effeftually cus 


of and removed. 


Ie alſo thought it proper to claſs the Subſcriptions, for better Order, 
The: 


etcording to their ſeveral Dates. 


To the Impattial Reader) vid 
N horedoms and Abominations to ſing a Te Deum in ber lofty 


| 2s as being 
Nctitious, we thought it not improper, tho contrair our Iuclination, and 
very far from any the leaſt Oſtentation, to print the Names of Subſtri- 
bers, with the Dates and Names of Places where the Subſcriptions. 


. — —  — wy — U A ns A AGE rr 


4 » PLC ard adto'Þ 
viii, . _ To the Impattial Reader. W EN 
Due following Repreſentation, tho ready about Martinmas Jaft, 2043 
nevertheleſs provilentially detained ae making its intended Cour 


through the ſeveral Synods in this Church for Subſcription,, until the 
234 Day of Match, being little more than five Weeks before the Meeting 
of the General Aſſembly; in the Compaſs of which ſhort Time, ons 
ſingle Copy, handed about by an honeſt Friend choſen for that End, as 
Tulferibed by fome more than 1200 Chriſtian People, and adhered to by 
very near Joo. 1 AVE 
And, that all intending to ſubſcribe, might be the more ripe and pre- 
y fared ſeveral Doubles of the qr ucipal Papers were 4770 through 
as Shires ſome Weeks or Months afore-hand for Pernſal. And tho” 
Copies of Adherence were ſent for Subſcription to ſuch Places as could not, 
either in Reſpett of Time, be ſo conveniently reached with the princi- 
pal Copy, or poſſibly were not ſo fully appriſe or acquainted with the 
Hair, and the ſeveral Scrolls of ſuch Subſcriptions tranſmitted with ſure 
Hands to Edinburgh, in order to be preſented jointly with the reſt to 
the General Aſſembly; yet, for the Aſſembly's greater Eaſe, and 
that they might have no Ground to complain of being confuſed with a 
Multitude of Papers, and embarraſſed with too great a Fumble of ſub- 
feribed Scrolls, we thought it expedient to preſent none but ſuch as actu- 
ally and formally ſubſcribed the original Paper; and, mean Time, to 
inform the Aſſembly of the great Number adjoining us in our foreſaid 
Repreſentation by Way of Adherents. | REELS LOND 
We have alſo ſubjoined to the additional Grievances the ſecond Overture 
or Act anent the Planting of vacant Pariſhes, paſſed in the laſt Af 
ſembly, that the Reader, upon Peruſal, and comparing it with the firſt 
Overture, may ſee the Difference is very ſmall, if any at all; and that 
the very Eſſence or Subſtance of the firſt is fully contained in the laſt; 
and conſequently, the Remarks made in our larger Repreſentation againſt 
ze firſt Overture ſtand or ſtrike with equal Force againſt both, © 


Unto 
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we refer) do humbly eflay to 2 as follows. 
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\ the Church of Scotland, met at Edinburgh May 4th 
24 | 


The Repreſentation and Petition of a 


. conſiderable Number of Chriſtian 
People, within the Bounds of ſeveral 
.  Synodsafter-ſpecified, in our own Name, 
and in Name of all who ſhall adhere 
thereunto, 


Humbly Shewerb, 


HAT whereas it was moſt contrary to our Inclination and 
Choice, to incumber this Aſſembly with our preſent Com- 
plaints, and ſome few of the more material and weighty Grie- 

. vances, that we, and many of this Church, have been 


that it might pleaſe the Lord, who is King in Zion, the Spring and Head 
of all Gracious and Divine Influences, and with whom alone is the Re- 
ſidue of the Spirit, to animate and excite, at ſome Time or other, ſome, 
whoſe Station and Abilities render more capable for Appearances of this 
Nature: And this having in a great Meaſure, and to our inexpreſſible 
Grief, failed us ; We therefore, with all becoming Deference and Sub- 
miſſion, conform to Scripture- Warrant, Hoſ. 2. 2. Gal. 5.1. Col. 4. 17. 


| Jude, ©. 3. in this Day of lamentable DefeAion and Degeneracy, and 


chiefly whet the incommunicable and glorious Headſhip of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, the Freedom of his Kingdom, with the Rights and Privi- 
leges of his Subjects, are ſo openly invaded (which is made more full 
evident in our Paper of Confirmation herewith produced, and to whic 


March 
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Do tbe Right Reverend and Honourable, the Moder a3 
tor and remanent Members of the General Aſſembly of 


for a long Time groning under; {till hoping and expecting 


| Fro, to. chaſe 


Alas ies he | 
21 eit 19 + 85 1 Sie er þ 1. 1 15,0 28. le 1 
1 5. 8 1 John 4. 1. Mart. 7. 15. John 10. & Rev. 2. 2. 


Cor. 18. 3. Vet meren po 5 * pts; ul Ne Þ ihe 


19. 
ht, by havin 
5 ge, which ys by. Ran 6 deatö ties Gf this Church 
at 


the Law requires; ee ts, lirtle Rnoyin, in 
the 15 Church colt the Man of Sin mounted the Pa hair, 
and ene 4 fle __ hi gbly i injurious and derogatory to the dorio Re- 
; | 
45 | What further adds to our great Grief, is the laſt Aſſembly's Over- 
pretended: to * fined þ for preventing thy Jaco! Incoh yeniencies and 
Leine that have ariſen in planting of vacant and, as we 
conceive, is no leſs injurious A gut r Forelaid Right tl — Patronage itlelf, 
which it Teems to qu gr Uh „ according to it, there can be no 
Mode ration of a Call the ſix Months Are elapſed, or the dg, fr ron 
ually conſent · ; and lern, whether reſiding or non.reſidiag; how- 
ever corrupt in their Principles, looſe or on. in thei Pre p * 
tending only to be Proteſtant, are, together wich the Elders, al 
the ſole Power of Election, excluſive of the Chriſtian As ie, ; the Tn- wg 
- conſiſtency whereof with the Word of God, . 
Principles, and even Reaſon itſelf, will more fully a appear 184 our — 
ſaid Paper given in with this, and to which we refer. for more on” 
ation. 
Upon the whole, judging we cannot be 10 Kn to God and our 
own Conſciences, to ſtand neutral or ſilent any Ion ger, when ſuch Acts 
and Laws are now made, and n a, 10 e at wound and ſubvert 
the Frame and Conſtitution of 55 the Goſpel-door 
of eritring tlie Lord's Route open en, 2 woe of an Contrivance 
for Acceſs to Thieves and Robbers ; ND. 7 a Yoke of ſpiritual 
Slavery, heavier than that of Zgyp 7 ge, on the Necks of them 
whom the Lord hath made free; — the ſaid Acts executed with greater 
Rig Jour — Tek thas fer ces SE aws 18 gainſt of the _ 1120 
faneneſs are ſu to ly, dormant, to the oy of t] 
and Grief of the Godly 1 0 
We therefore, — to Scripture-rule, and in Imitation of our wor- 
thy Reformers; who have born Teſtimony agginlt * ol Deſection, 
even when countenanced by Law, and the Example eat Men, do 
crave Liberty hereby to declare and e teſtil -Patronages, 
1 one 2 1. ay Reg hoy i the 
r eOple, and their Right in , wet a 
tle fo foreſaid antiſcriptural Overture, ads nc, made on that Root 
ing, while the maſor and better Part of the Congregation are W 
On 


4 


( 4 
from, and remouſtrating againſt ſuch Settlements, as being contrary ts 
the Word of God; — againſt the Conſtitutions ol the reformed Charck 
of Scozland agreeable thereto, and as having no other Foundation or 
Warrant than merely a Human Law, without any the leaſt Countenance 
from the Divine, which alone doth bind the Conſcience ; and yet too 
much improven by not a ſew, as a ſilencing and knocking Argumen 
which nevertheleſs we reckon much the ſame with what — of o 
uſed in a Caſt ſome what ſimilar to this, Jahn 19. . Me have a Law, 
and li our Lam he 1 7 ro die. As allo, becauſe we humbly conceive 
the forefiid Nets and Ways of Settlement ſeem to leſe and infringe that 
eat Truth and tender Point, the Mediator's Headſhip, Dominion and 
riority over his Church, which we in theſe Lands are abel by Na- 
tional Oaths to maintain and defend againſt all Qppolition, if we would 
not be found guilty of criminal Ditloyalty to Chriſt, our living and 
life-giving Head : As alſo, for many other Reaſons that wight be named, 
> What are already mentioned, we likewiſe teſtify againſt all Accep- 
ters of Preſentations from Patrons, or Calls from Heritors in Landward 
Pariſhes, and from Town-Coundils and Elders in Burghs on the Footing 
of the ſoreſaid Overture, in the Circumſtances above-mentioned, as vio- 
lent Tatruders into Pariſhes; coming in without the Call or Conſent of 
the Chriſtian People, and as having their own carnal-Tntereſts more in 
View than the Glory of God, and Salvation of Souls, Jer. 23. 15. John | 
10. 6. and fach as we cannot have Freedom in our Conſciences to own f 
as Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Order of the Goſpel, nor | 
join with them as ſuch in Goſpel and ſealing: Ordinances, for Reaſons 
more fully ſet forth in our ſoreſald larger Paper given in with this, and to 
W berefore we judge it our Duty in ſuch: Circumſtances, and when we 
cannot have the Opportunity of enjoying Goſpel-Ordinances diſpenſed by 
faithful and lawfully called Miniſters, not only to diſown, and teſtify a- 
+ -gairiſt ſuch obtruded and intruding Hirelings (ſeeing People in ſuch Caſes 
.are virtually excommunicated, b Nuß denied ſealing Ordinances, unleſs 
they will own ſuch Intruders to be lawful Goſpel-Miniſters, and join with i 
them as ſuch) but, according to our ſeveral Abilities, to contribute for th 
the Subfiſtence\vf honeſt Miniſters, who, ſrom Love to their great Ma- ; :þ 
Ker, and out of Compaſſion and Pity to precious and immortal Souls, | | 
ſhall be pleaſed to accept of a Call, when given by us in a Goſpel-way ; 1 
and, if any Thing like Schiſin ſhall enſue, we expect that the impartial Part if 
of Mankind will lay the Cauſe thereof at the right Door, hoping that 1 
our Conduct in this Matter, being agreęable to the Word of God, will be 38 
ſufficient to exoner us ſrom the Charge rern 8 i 
We crave Leave alfo humbly to repreſent (without jultly offending _ 
any: One) a ſew only of many lamentable and heavy Grieyances, as the q 
unhappy, Spring and Source of aur 8 3 ſuch as Breaking and 
1 2 | 


Burning 
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We" 
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N dee 8 AT we therefore earneſtly plead, That the 8 Re: 


age irſolf.” We alſo humbiygand more eſpecially.intreat, 


Burning our ſolemn Oaths, and facred Covenants, binding us in theſe 
Lands, as ovir National Allegiance to the Lord Jefus Chriſt, the only 
King of Zion, and juſtly reckoned, in former Periods, the Beauty and Glo- 
ry of this National Church; the neglecting, or declining judicially to 
aſſert Chriſt's Headſhip over his Church; and to ratify the Divine Right 
of Presbytery, with the Church's intrinſick Power, as the two- ſpecial 
Branches ot our Lord's Supremacy over his own Houſe, and his Church's 
ſcriptural Claim of Right; and to revive, or aſſert the indiſſolvable Obli- 
gation! of our National Vows, .(tho? contumeliouſly* treat) wherein we 
promifed, vowed, and ſware, with upliſced Hands to the Eternal God, 
to maintain theſe Heads againſt all Popiſh, Prelatical, and Eraſtian Uſur- 

ations whatſomever ; with ſeveral other weighty Grievances mentioned 
ber larger Paper, to which we again refer, and to which we adhere as. 
PF i2y -  werend and Honourable Aſſembly would take the Premiſ- 
8 ſes into their ſerious Conſideration, and that the above- 
os named Grievances may be, as before the Lora, ſeriouſly 

ons pondere and weighed; And that a Renreſs of ſuch of 

them as are reareſſable, in our preſent Circumſtances, 

may, in the Uſe of proper Means and Engeavours, be 

effectually procured ; and that others of Them, which 

poſſibly cannot be ſo ſoon reareſſed, be allowed. ſome 

ſmall Room among the Cauſes ana Grounds of National 

Faſts ; which-we hiymbly crave this National Church 

N would, as ſoon as poſſible, appoint for theſe among other 

I neceſſary 


deavours be ul for removing from off our Necks,” ths 


ft 


laſt Aſſembly's Overture may not be turned into 3 ſtand- 
ing Act, but ſpeedily roſcinued, as being another Yoke, 
more hurtful, in ſome Neſpects, to the Lord's Intereſt, 
and heavier to hit oppreſſed People, than even Patro- 


That the glorious Redeem et Headffpp in and over his 
i © "Church, and ber intritifick os flowing therefrom. 


may be formally declared, and ſolemnly and judicially afſer- 


woulg uſe all proper Means.” and Precautions for, pre- 


te: And withal we treat, that the General Aſſembly 
_ venting the Planting of Pariſhes by the Commi 
only. without the Concurrence, but againſt the Diſſent of 
„ 7be Preibyteries and Pariſhes where ſuch Settlements are 
made; which Presbyteries, perhaps, cannot, yea, dare 
„„ | ner 3. 


4s * And, particularly 922 table En-. 
ſupportable and Iron-Yoke of . Patronage ; aud that 5e | 


„ 7408 - 


* 
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not, execute fich Sentence S, AS they apprehend are cou- 
” zrary.to the Word of God, and known Forms @nd Rules 
laid dorun for the right Government of Chriſt 


| sS Houſe : 
Aus wiſhing there may be no Reaſon given to complain 
Contempt aud Neglect of this our Teſtimony, as ſome 


of this Nature have formerly met with, we are perfwa- 
Ade that a Reareſy of the above-named Grievances, and 


others referred ta inthe larger Paper, with many more 


reducibie thereto, would, no doubt, be very much to the 
Glory of God, the Honour of the bleſſed Redeemer, the 


true Intereſt and Welfare of this Church, and the Nejoi- 
cing the Hearts of the Godly, the Revival of a Work of 


Reformation, and the Peace of your own Conſciences both 
now and at a dying Hour. In Teſtimony. whereof, we 


have ſubſcribed this, with the preceeding Pages, at Edin- 


burgh the rwentierh Day of March 1732 Years. 


A Lift of the Chriſtian Peoples Names who ſubſcribed the 
foreſaid Petition and Repreſentation. Kt | 


Edinburgh. ames Dickſon. Edinburgh, March 22d. 
Lexander . II. ames Wood. William Braidwood. 
Alexander Wilſon. John Ramſay. William Henderſon, 

Patrick Dewar.. ohn Reid. David Greig, 
Robert Scot. ames Bowie. | Archibald Keith. 
Stephen Brown. ohn Briggs. ames Wood. 
Robert Hunter, erome Butter. ames Scot, 
ohn White. ohn Thomſon. | ames Aikenhead, © 
illiam Rait; illiam Taylor. obert Hill. 
ohn Reid. 12 Hay. | Robert Lauriſtoun. 
vid Leſlie. ndrew Thomſon. obn Horſeburgh. 
William Smith. ova Gray, homas Robertſon. 
ohn Howden: r Ramſay, _ gone Dinſmuir. 
John Gemmil. | David Oen. avid Wright. 
obert Raeburn. ohn Hunter. © Thomas Govan. 
Richard Dick. mes Graham. George Kaittie. 
James Witherſpoon. . illiam Launie. Robert Reid. \ 
Avdrew Brown: gon Robertſon. Andrew Skeen. 
William Currie. obert Stewart. ohn Blair. 
ohn Flocker. William Samuel, ohn Brown. 
ames Sinclair. William Moffat. William Watſon. 
illiam Goldie. Alexander Dickſon. John Diecie,. 
ames Burril. 2 Blaikie. ames Hamilton. 
alter Fiſher. zeorge. Dickſon. ohn Borbras. 
ohn 1 — George Forreſt, atrick Chryſtie. 
John Cleland, © "INN Matthew Swine. 


Ro 
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* — 
Alexandes Mig L 
2 Brodie. 
exander Hardis, 
ames Prin le. 


Alexander Livingftoun. 


Archibald die. 
George — 


Muſſelbusgh, March a 
Richard Lindſay. 4 
Thomas Young. 
Andrew Hunter. 
David Wallance . 
William Falconer. 
ohn Wardlaw. 
atrick' Mack. 
_ 2 
illiam Scrymſour. 
Robert Palconer. 
William . 
2 3 
Matthew — 4 
John C 
ohn Donal 
Patrick Polſbn. 
Andrew Steill. 
John Hall. 


1 Aarch 24. 


5 
Thomas — 


lets. _ 


Nell Borthwick. 


mes 


ohn 1 53 


| ee Veitch. 


las. 
ot Aitchiſonl, + 


A NN "March 27. ' William Turnbull. 


ohn. Fe 
Villiam 


Ker. i 


* — 

Andrew Oliphant. 
ohn Richardſon. 
ark Richardſon. 


ames Smibaird. 

_ 1 — 

0 E eve. 

ames Allo 

eorge unter. 
Robert Nisbet. 


22 Turubull. 
obert Chiſholm. 


ameg Davidſon. 
ohn Archiſon. 


Laing. 


At linen in Lilhele⸗ 
Bp Rn 97: af 


Patrick 
ames — 
homas Forreſt. 
William Dod s. 
ohn Borthwick. 
ohn Douglas. 


— oh Hyllop. | 


Thomas Tullie | 


ohn Maner. 
ohn Nicol. 


ON. - 


ntlilands. 


Y\ II. 
Keen Nadel. 


one 7... 


Thomas Taylor. 
Andrew Thomſon, 
William Brown. 
ames Turnbull. 
ohn Andexſon. : 
Thomas Leck. 
Thomas ie. 


ohn 4 


2 Boe. * | 
rge Bowie. 
2 Coaker. 
ohn Oven. 
arles cot. 
William . 
Thomas Gra 
Thomas * 
John Gray 
ames Cowan, 
ndrew Scot. 
Thomas Scot. 
James Law. 


ac 28 arch. 


ames Oliphant. 
obert Young. 
b John 


A 


illiam Henderſon, 
| no | 
obert inſlie. 
— Paterſon. 
iel Cameron. 
Mungo Thomſon. 


Thomas. Caverhill. 
ohn Robſon. 


illiam” Henderſon. 
Alexander Stevenſon, 


Thomas Oliver. 
Gilbert Oliver. 
Peter Gray. 
William. De 
ohn Clark. 


er F uſloy,. . 
ohn Turnbull” TY} 


ndrew 


2 
Thomas unter. 
William M*Virty. 

William Watſon. 
homas Robſon. 
Andrew Bennet. 
ohn Sprott. 
ohn Rutherford. 


rge Rutherford. 
go Gray. 
illiam introp. 


George Cairns. 


Robert Brown. 


George Cypher. 
orge Kerr. 
George Hermers. 

ohn Ofhcer. 

ohn Wintrup. 
ohn Plenderleith. 
ohn Ro 


n. 
illiam Quarre | 
Alexander Wrintrup. 


William Douglas 
ohn Quarrie. 
John Br o 
illiam Wauch.. 


Robert Balmer: 
James Robſon. 


illiam Gray. 
John Oliver. 
Alexander C 


John Eccles, 


Do gl — = „ * 


Walter Beis 
* John Bennet. 


John Sprot. 

R Samuel Balmer. 
e William "Turnbatt, | 
ett. Robert Robexgſon. 
he. 5 

Walter Glendoping. 
Moſ-TowerEckfvord Pari 


John Tullie. 
Janes Tullie, 


| Joln Copburn, 


<< — - + — — 


— — —— — — woe - ——— —̃̃̃ 


George Clark: 


ohn Laidlaw; 
illiam Cairns: 


Andrew. Newbiging 
Mungo Weir, ket | 
ohn Browp, 
ohn Dickſon. 
liam 'Piſh, 
Robert Woad. 
Robert Bell: 
Robert Young, 
Patrick Sibbald. 
Clemens Moſcrip. 
John Henderſon. , 
corge Robſpn. 
George Young. 
ames Dods, © 
ohn Tait. 
2 Smith, 
obert Crighton, 
ohn Parton.” | 1 
illiam Turnbull. 1 
Thomas Craig. | 
Thomas Turnbull. 
William Robſon. j 
Thomas Brown, 1 
William King. | 
Adam Hendry, 
ohn Murray. 
alter Pringle. - 


alter Ruth 
William Smith. 
ames Smith, 


Witham Moſcrop.- 


Thomas Young. 5 i 
James 8 jt 
ames Cuming. Fl 
vid Copburn. | 
Andrew Craig. 7 | 


227 
Robert 8 5 


ames Tullie. 


harles Robſon. 


games Hardie. 
obert Tullie. 
William Oliver; - 


Dunſe, 


ohn | 
5 Cokbarn. 

obert French. 
Andrew Burnet. 
Andrew Hardie. 


David Wilſon. - 
Andrew Newton. 


Walter Weir. 
* Clinkſhill. 


obert Redpath. 


ohn Fortein; 


— 


Wi 1 Andrew. Hiflop..” 
Nas Vragh Griracrods 


5 Kalbe ee 
4 Ceorge atfon. 4 
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lexander Trotter. 


Galaſbiels, March 31. ä 
William Robſon. 


Thomas Elliot. 
ames Shed. 

illiam Smith. 
ohn Dawſon. 

orge Stodhart. 
Jamey) Stodharr. 


omas Dalgleiſh. 


ames Watſon. 
Andrew Smith 
In Stodhart. 

obert Dabſon. 
William Shiel. 


William Robſon. 


Thomas Veitch. 
ames Tait. 
ames Blaikie. 
obert Blaikie. 


Thomas Dobſon. 
William Chiſholm. 


ohn Young. 
J ohn Naeman. 


illiam Dabſon. 
Andrew Paterſon. 


William Watſon. 11 


Thomas Shiel. 


Annes Blalkie. 


* Geor 


ames Blaikie. | 0 
ames Scot. 


obert Aimerd.”., 


rge Lies. pH 
6mm rd» wah ROY 
David Paterſon. | 
William Hunter. 
James Little. 


uuns in Erſeltoun Pariſh , 
April 1. 


. Thomas Smith. * 


Thomas Mertell. 
Robert Familton. 
William Hay. 
Robert Hay. 

ames Brown. 

homas Wauch. 
Andrew Rae. 
Andrew Sibbald. 
Thomas Steil. 
Andrew Bennet. 


ames Haig. | 
illiam Hardie. 


ohn Shiel. ” 
avid Morton. 
ohn Burner. | 
homas Hamilton. 
Walter Heatlie. 
John Burlie. 2 
James Burnet. \ 


Weftruther Pariſh, Ape I. 
12 Nisbet. 
atrick Dickſon. 
ohn Winter. 


e Pringle. ED 
David Hz Ia - '. 
John Brot l P 


ames Wilſon. 
James Shillenlz. 


— — 


John Rule. 


.. 4 
7 * 1 * Andrew Harde: : | rhe 
| ſohn Winter; Ty = | 


ames H 
ames ee 
obert —ů 


addetl,- 


Henry Sim 
Thomas | 
Robert Brot herſtons. 


Galaſbiels Pariſh, Baifide, 
Aprtir % 


8 ames Wine 2 
John Beanſton. 


illiam Ker. 
2 Mein. 
obert Lies. 
Robert 8 
ee <= 
orge Hadden, 
Jon K edrie. 
e Mitchel. 
William Hadden, 
ohn Knox. 
illiam Hadden. 
youn He ſle. 
rancis 
William Merſſor. 
Andrew Merſſor. 
Thomas H 


William Mitc 1. 


William Blyth. 


Thomas Anderſdn. | 


de Vance. 
orge Pater! 


Stow Pariſh, at Bouſbank, 


April 34. 
ohn Couper. 


12 Pringle Torwoodlies 


obert Paterſon, - ; 


Robert Stirling. 


William Paterſon. 


Robert Paterſon. 
Adam Brunton. - 


ames Murra 


ames W 


8 Pringle. 


din. | 


4 ; 


+» > 


Adam Hogg. 
ames Greig. 
homas Watſon. 
William Dickfon, 
William Wilſon. 
William Murray, 
William Young. 
Robert Young. ' 
- Archibald Brown. 
Andrew Hutton. 
Hugh Hunter. 
Wilham Brunton, 
Robert Kae. 
William Brokie. 
Alexander Heag. 
Robert Clapperton. 
William Scot. 
William Bryden. 
Andrew Ainflie. 
7 Anderſon. 
obert Lees. 
12 Couper. 
obert Elliot. 
1 Allan. 
obert Mitchel. 
William Kedie. 
Alexander Cla on. 
William Aitchiſon. 
William Elliot. 
William Williamſon, 
Archibald Park. 
James Hunter. 
Alexander Scot. 


Tame 1 
ames ES 
Nam Khicheſon, 
William Laidlaw. 
ames T widop. 
Jane Tait. 
obert Lees. 
Robert — — 
Alexander Kukardge. 
ames Dickſon. 
ames Howden. 

_ » Tohn Greenfield. 
Alexander Twidop. 
. — . 

obert Peacock. 
Hugh Donaldſon. 


| T7 \ 
NE: © Brown, ) 
ohn Dickſon. 
homas Wilſon, 
ohn Smith. | 
alter Sandilands. 
Robert Howden. 


Dryburgh, Martin Pariſh. 
April 4th, 


ohn Haitley, 
ohn Dickſon, ' 
Lithgow. 
illiam Haitley, 


George Maben. 
ames Lockie. 
George Walker. 
Andrew Aitcheſon. 
William Hutcheſon. 
_ Aitcheſon. 
illiam Sandilands. 
ohn Hamilton, 
homas Dobſon. 
Andrew Blaikie. 
George Pringle. 
William Hattley. 


Selkirk, April 4th. 
Andrew Danger 
Robert Minto. 
ohn Blackhall. 
ames Thomſon. 
alter Minto, 
Michael Lamert. 
Robert Laing. 
William Haitly. 
12 Tait. 
obert Dalglicſh, 
William Henderſon, 
ohn Anderſon. 
illiam Gilles. 
Robert Johnſton. 
'Thomas Ker. 


William Nicol. 


ames Lawder. 
illiam Pringle. 
ames Omen 
ames Simpſon. 
ohn Anderſon. 


Brigend of 2 


— — — 


Tara Pariſh, April 1th. 
Robert Biggar. on 
—— Beaty. 
illiam Biggar. 
ames Bi F 
ames Geddes. 
lexander Thomſon. 
Thomas Laidlaw. 
ames Linton. 
ohn den, 
ames Nicol. 
7 3 
ames Hogg. 
Adam Stck 
Walter Dickſon. 
William Black. 
ames Scot. 
alter Bryden. 
William Inglis. 
ohn Bryden. 
alter Thomſon. 
e. Thomſon. 
atrick Gray. 
Robert Hotſon. 
Robert Ballanty 6 
ohn Park. mw 
ames Scor. 
ohn Brownficld. 
ames Ballantyr + 
illiam Cowan, 
Robert Gray. 
Francis Ridfou:d. 
Thomas Anderſon, 
William Fletcher, 
Thomas Little. 
ohn Storie. 
ohn Hope. 
ohn Thomſon. 
John Haitly. 
obert Fletcher. 
Jon Sword. 
ndrew Hyſlop. 
ames Murray. 
illiam Hyſlop. 
ames Hyſlop. 


 Tames Robertſon. 


Archibald Tait. 
Alexander Bell. 
Robert Laidlaw. 
William Hyſlop. 
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Wee 


atrick +" in 
et. 


Villkam Hunter. 
Gilbert Grierſon. | 
ames Murray. 
lexander ' Menzies. 
Thomas Lawrie. 
ohn Niviſon. 
ohn 3 
Ames alliday. ; | 
ohn Neilſon 5 
illiam Mulligane.. | 


William Ker. 


William Lorimer. 
Robert Mulligane, 
Alexander Gracie, 
William Stit. 
James Finnan.. 
go Ker. 

obert Gracie. 
Thomas Lorimer... _ 


mes Hunter. 
.rchibald Kirkpatrick. . 
Mungo Manſon. 
Robert Lorimer. 
ames Hunter. 
ohn Brown. 


ames Halliday. 

homas. Mattiſan. 

Thomas Hunter. 
ohn Williamſon. 


obert 8 <4 
William 0 


' Kirk of Ker, April 845. 


Samuel Pat 
William Hairſtones. 


James Hunter, 


wat is 
Ns Ripmicick. | 


ames Wauch. 

homas Kir 
Alexander Rowen. 
Peter Brown. 

ohn Hunter. 

Ames 


regen in Penpont Pariſh, 


April Sth. 
Samuel Rullel. 
ohn Pagon. 
ohn Gibſon. 
ohn Ker. 
ames „% 
homas Hunter. 


William Nabe 
oſeph V 


, 


james 


ohn Corsbie. .. 
illiam 1 


Daniel Ballantyne. 
Alexander Sray. 


2 Hunter. 

rge Hotſon. 
ames Geddie. 
illiam 

John Hunter. 


es Clark. 
yew Duncan. 


er, 


* 


ol 
# 4 


Caber floun in 
Pari, April 12th. . 
William Laidlaw. -- 
ames Tait. ; 
illiam Richardſon... 
John -Brunton, | 


ohn Melroſe: 
obert Richard&on.. 
Adam B 
Adam Brumon. 
Robert Brunton. 


2 l 
eorge Ronaldſo 


Robert 
Wau = 
Michael Dellen 


PERL on April. 124 
Thomas Dickſon. k 
Robert Ewart. 
Alexander Inglts. 


ohn Horſe burgh.. 
Willi Tait. 


— Tait. 11 
rge Sanderſon. 
Robert Brunton. 
Thomas Rutherfurd. 
James Tait. 


At Lain Pariſh, I th. 
William R 2 * 


| Alexander — 4 


— —— 


— ——— 
—_—_— —ͤ—„—-½ — 


2 
R 
ohn Alexander- ohn Wilen. 
ames Telfer. ames Martin. 
ames Hod | John Miller. 
lexander ton. lexander Miller. 
Alexander Thomſon, George Hay. 
ohn Stevenſon, Hen Arnot. 
Alexander Veitch, Henry Arnot. 
John Jackſon, John Wyllie. 
atrick Sanderſon. Adam Wanles. 
Maran; = Ballantyne. | L_— _ 
| * ? 
Kirkurd, April 1 orge Gre 
— ay - FORCE 
homas Hall. ungo Taylor. 
John Lowden. | William Sboolford. 
illiam Richardſon, Andrew Wyllie, 
8 Joby Bardly 
iſh, at Caim vid Portic. 
CTR = ak 
wſon. 0 f 
W John White, 
At Lintoun, Apn 14th. John Norvel, 
ohn Wallace. A 1 Ln 
Narr F ewburgh he Apr April. 1875. 
Robert Watſon, * a 
Adam Tod. Robert END 
ames Nisbet. Andrew Sheuhbread. 
Jane Rob. George Fot „ 
harles Sander ſon. 1 R 
Thomas White. A 
James Brown. John Lyell. 
Andrew Bil Andrew Chryſtie. 
ohn —— Alexander Miller. 
5 Willan Melrole. N 1 1 
homas Somervel. exander Lyell. 
Do Willicato 
Portmoak, April 1b. Davi illiamſon. 
—— Nu I ohn _ wy 
Robert | James otheringhame. 
ohn = ac John Smell, 
illiam Berwy. JET 
Ao Gilmer. 77 Hen il 16h. | 
Robert Couper. Patric 
Jos Nada. | 122 Eamanton | 
William Brown. . Robert Blyth, 
William Cochran. George Dron. 
Andrew Robertſon, George Scot. , 
John Martin. 


Ce 


William Walker. 
Janes Henderſon. 0 


John Gilbert. 
John Fe 


James Coventry. 
James Eddie. 


John Duff. 


1 Beveridge 


John Robertſon, 
Robert White. 


', 12 Muir. 
William White. 


ames E fin. 
illiam Williamſon. 


ſſon. 
ndrew Buiſt. 
ames Braigy. 

ncan Murray 


ohn Hutton. 
illiam Hutton. 


ames Bennet. 
illiam Tod. 


obert Donal oe. 
ohn White, 
alter Moriſon. 


Anthony Hay, 


ohn Paterſon. 

avid White, 
Alexander Baron. 
William Stedman. 
Alexander Miller. 
Robert Boſwel. 
Robert Arnot. 
Alexander Anderſon. 
William Arnot, 


Join Watſon, 


obert Miller, 


Firfer M*Carter. 
Michael * 4 
gone M*Rie. airy 4 
obert Smith. 1 | 
22 Baflantyne. 1 
obert Dempfter. 
ames Law. 
illiam Barclay. 


— * 
— 
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John Ewen. 


Robert Stedman. 
Henry Johnſton.. 


Orwel Pariſh, April 19th. 
Alexander RI 
Thomas Beveridge. 
ohn 4 7 
homas eri 
Robert Reid. * 
Thomas Grieve. 
Laurence Thomas. 
ames Marſha]. 
homas Arnot. 
Robert Robertſon. 
ohn Robertſon. 
ohn Beveridge. 
ndrew Ready. 


Pſſaway Kirk, April 
20th. 
ohn Ruſſel. 
ohn Robertſon. 
orge Murgan. 
Alexander Clark. 
William Hutton. 
ohn Somervel. 
homas Belfrage. 
James White, 
Andrew Caldfiream, 
David Ho L 
William Wilſon. 
Archibald Paton. 
James Robertſon. 
ohn Scotland. 
urence Hartſon. 
Thomas Scotland. 
William Drummond. 
William Chryſtie. 
James Young. 
vid Rate. 
James Dowie. 
John . 
Andrew Robertſon. 
Alexander Voung. 
William Chryſtie. 
David Paton. 
Robert Coventry. 


( 36 


Thomas Ba 


Thomas Murray. 

John Baurage. 
oſeph Robertſon. 
ohn Smittt. 


John Beveridge. 


* Orevel Pariſh; April ⁊oth. 
James Young. a 
ames Reid. 


ichael Balfour. 
hn Black | 


* | 
f John Carmichael. 


obert Arnot. 
Robert Hill. 


John Owen. 


illiam Thomſon. 


William Kilgour. 


Andrew Brown. 
Daniel M*Donald. 
Andrew Rutherfurd. 
ohn Rutherfard. 
vid Robertſon, 
Alexander Henderſon. 
Andrew Horn. 


2 Brace. 
corge Turnbull. 
v 


David Scotland. 
7 Black. 


At Carnock, April 205. 


ames Bruce. 

ames Douglas. 

ohn SG 

ohn Sim > 
John Mores. 
Andrew Johnſton. 


Dunfermline, April 21f. 


David Moriſon. 
Samuel Alexander, 
ohn Henderſon. . 
ames Y oung.. 
enry Thomſon... 

John Ang 
Andrew Cunnan. 
James Thomſon. 
Andrew Burt. 
Robert Black. 
Joon Brand.. 
corge Crawford. 


Henry Fiſher, 


Joho Duric. 


enry 4 


William Brown. 


Robert Kid, 
Alexander Brown. 


Portwick in the Pariſh of 
Govan, April 25th. 
John Waters. 
tthew Muir. 
ames Moffat. 
200 rew Muir. 
mas Fe 
Andrew Glen 
ames Robertſon. 4 
ohn Aikenhead. 
a | 


Glaſgow, April 255. = 

ohs Marital. 9 oh 

ohn Nicol. 

ohn Greig. 

ames M hs 

ohn Newlands.- 

ohn Lochhead. 

homas Stewart. 
Thomas Serſfoord. 
Robert Reid. 

ohn Gillies. Wee 
ames Scot. 
ndrew Henry. 

ohn Brown. - 

ames Sprence. 


illiam Cuninghame: 


; 


David Urie. 
Robert Donaldſon. 
J hn Brown. 


ohn Gilles. 
obert Linning. 2 


Hugh Alexander. 


Glaſeocp, April 26th: 
Walter nl 
oho — * | $04 
ohn Wi poon- 
ohn Lakie. : 
ohn Goldie. 


James Smith. 
Andrew Ralſton; 
William Kirkpatrick. 
Peter Murray. 
E Pagan. 
hn Johnſton. 
es Smith, 
illiam Provand.. 
Thomas Glen, 
Robert Drew. 
Robert Machlin. 
William Buchanan. 
Daniel M*Farlan. - 
Thomas Gardiner. 
John Robertſon. 
ohn ilton- 
homas Petti 
William Taylor. 
ohn Barten. 
ohn M Endor. 
ohn Jameſon. 
ames Brown. 
3 2 
ames ig. 
ohn Gibſor® 
William Smith. 
Thomas Hutchiſon. . 
David .Wilkiſon. 
William Stewart. 


gil 26th. 
John Murdoch. 
ohn Hall. | 
ohn Anderſon. 
illiam Murdoch. 
Thomas Brown. 
Archibald Anderſon. 
Hugh Blair. 
William Henderſon. 
Robert R 
. Man. 
atthew Pollock. 
ohn Snodgraſs. 
ohn Pettigrew. 
Andrew Donaldſon. 
William Hodge. 
Matthew Longwir. 
Richard Tennent; 


& + 


es Robiſon. 
John Ronald. 
homas Henderſon.” 


(ir ) 
Thomas Barclay. 
Robert Shiels. 
Robert Witherſpoon 

ames Murdoch. 

lexander M Queen. 
1 Pollock. 

obert Cuninghamo. 
Tobias Lundy. 


Stirling, April 27th. 
Thomas Gilleſpie. 
Andrew Galloway. 
Alexander Gilfillan. 
Robert Banks. 
ohn Thomſon. 
ohn Shirray. 
illiam Allan. 
William Stevenſon. 
William Glaſs. 
ames Wands. 
homas Provan. 
Duncan M Lauchlan. 
James Brown. 
Andrew Shirray. 
hn Stevenſon. 
mes Stevenſon. 
bn Forreſter... 
ames Weir. 


illiam Wands. . 


PalkirkPariſh, at #odend, 


April 28th. 
Walter Scot. . 
8 Clark. 

illiam Spei 

ohn Keir. 

hn Buchanan. 

hn Graham. 


— Bag. 2875 


; tn Monteith. 
ames Aitkin. 
illiam Robertſon, - 


hn Calendar, 
Cumnghame, C. 


_ 9 cj 
exander ie. 
Alexander on 
ames White. 
ohn'Grialay, 
James Turnbull. 
ames Crekie, 
ohn Allan. 
hn Liddel. 
ichael Muirhead. - 


Robert Johnſton. 


Thomas Renter. 


Fames Ramage. 


Airth and Larbar, R- 
pril 287b. 
— Anderſon. 
le xander Ballantyne. 
hn Robertſon. 
homas Logan. 
Robert Jameſon. 
George Jameſon. 
William Gray. 


Torpbic ben, April 29th. - 
Did Aitkil. 

Peter Marſhal. 

Samuel Thomſon, 
William Donaldſon. - 


ames Nimmo. 
John Davie. 


illiam Whileſs. 
William Aitkin. 
Alexander Aitkin 
Walter Stow. 


Bathgate, April 298. - 
ohn Wardrop. | 
ry Clark I 1 
Andrew Maul. 
75 Hugh. 
illiam Simpſon. 

Andrew Duncan. 
Alexander Anderſon- 

ohn Oliphant. 

homas | dow. 


 - "= 
rge 1 
Andrew N 

Jobs - 


zbn Ruſſel. William Lawrie; 

James Steil. William Carfſs. | 
ohn Bell. Alexander 4 
hu Fleeming. Alexander  _ 
mes Whellhouſe, William Anderſon. 

William Fleeming, William Gray. 

| 82 Baxter. 

At Ancrum, Temple Pa- rles 
riſh, May ad. Lawrie. 

— Baxter. FVohn Brown, 

| ge Ainſlie. Ainſlie. 

Fares — Edinburgh, May z 
mes Faterion. A 1 
orge Brown. Thomas wg, — p 

Mark. eorge | JRun Brown. 
hn Laing. hn Murdie. | homas Gilleſpie. f 
ames Brunton. Robert Git 

Os ns, * 21. James — 4 8 

am Veirc mes Baxrer. Edinburgh, 

Thomas Noble. illiam Weir. Nicol 8 4. 

Bernard Weir. Alexander Wright, 
mes Burton. Ha  Borthwick Pa- William Brown. 
ames Scot. © | riſh, May 2d. William Melvill. 
illiam Scot. William Duncanſon. Thomas Hunter. 

Abraham Gardiner. Robert Clare. Robert Anderſon, 

Patrick Eaſſon. Thomas Brown. William Morton. 
ames Brown. ohn Riddel. Gavin Marſhal. 
hn Traquair, homas Allan. Robert Beatſon. 
rge Hunter. Thomas Brunton. Allan Begg. 


CCC 
A Copy of ADHERENCE. 


Ar the Day of __ 1732 Tears 


Unto the Very Reverend and Rig br Hmourable, The 

Moderator and remanent Members of the General 

Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, met at. Edin- 
burgh May 4 173% 


The Adherence to the within Aged Papers, ſub. 
| ſcribed by a conſiderable Number of Chriſtian 
People 


Fes 23 ) 
People within ſeveral Synods in this Church aſter- 
ſpecified, 


Humbly Shewerh, 

HAT whereas it is the incumbent Duty of all the Lovers of 
eſus, not only to contend earneſtly for the Truth, but za - 
ouſly to oppole every Thing that's vented in Way of Prin- 

ciple, and that obtains in Way of Practice, in Prejudice of 

the leaſt of all revealed Truths bearing the Impreſs or Stamp 
of Divine Authority; and we having peruſed and ſeriouſly conſidered 
two Papers to be preſe 
vis. a leſſer one, intituled, I Repreſentation and Petition of a confi 
rable Number of Chriſttan People within the Bounds of ſeveral Synods 
in this Church; and a larger Paper, called, A Repreſentation and Cou- 
firmation of what is only briefly hintea in the ſaid leſſer Paper ſub- 
ſeribed, and hereto referred, &c. containing a clear ſcriptural Proof of 
Popular Election, a "Teſtimony againſt Patronages, Preſentations and 
Settlements, on that Footing ; as alſo, plain Reaſons againſt the laſt Al- 
ſembly's Overture anent the Planting of vacant Pariſpes ; and withal, a 
few of the moſt material Grievances under which this Nation doth at 
5 grohe: And, finding nothing contained in the foreſaid Papers or 

eſtimony hut what is plain Truth, and ſeaſonable and material Duty in- 

cumbent on us, and all the Lovers of Truth; Do therefore cheerfully 
embrace this Opportunity of declaring our Satisfaction with, and Adhe- 
rence unto, the ſaid Papers. as our Teſtimony. In witneſs whereof, we - 
have ſubſcribed this Adherence, Day and Place following. 


Follow rhe Names of fuch who. ſubſeribed Cypitr of Adi. 


Herence. 


At Hunam, — I 1— Job Chryſtie. ames Menxies. 
' 7 Illiam Davidſon. rge Adamſon. . Samuel Farden. 
Walter Lough. Andrew Turner. . Lanrence Corſan, 
mes Maider. Robert Moffat. Robert Dalziell. 
ſeph Hardgrieve. Robert Eaſton. Robert Mulligane. 
hn Young. 2 Shortreed. ames Blackwood. . 
hn Ratherfurd. George Henderſon. oodfrey Bower. 
ohn Henderſon. John Veitch. | Gilbert Tait. 
William Minto. Andrew Cuthbertſon. George Hunter. 
William Young. Robert Sands. 
hn Veitch. Aorion Pariſh, Nitbſdale, James Lorimer... 
ames Stewart, April. ohn Corſan, 
William Robſon. John Mulligane, Robert „ 


ted and given in to the enſuing General — 
5 


— 
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— — — —— — — 
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William Barrie. 
William Dalxiell. 
ohn Kellock 
obert Sunderland. 
ohn Johnſton. 
illiam Corſan. 


Robert . 
Robert Barrie. 
Alexander Jarden. 

ames Edgar. 

homes Barrie. 
James Muncie. 
James Barrie. 


John Heron. 


James Hunter. 
ames 8 : 
ames Kirkpatrick. 

William Shankaland. 
0 u , 
homas Barrie. 

Robert Bar. 

Charles White. 

Join Baillie. 

orge Kellock. 

George Kellock. 

Thomas Edgar. 
ohn Hareftones. 
ames Kellock. 
ames Hunter. 
homas Edgar. 

Puanten M*Adam. 

Robert Kay. 

John Dalrymple. 

ſames Lukup. 
ohn Tait. 
ames Dalziell. 
ames M*<Caig- 
eorge Larimer. 
ohn Welſch. 

John Logan. 
Adam Ewart. 

John Gilles. 


James M*Lown. ' 


ulligane. 


* 


2. 
ohn r=, ) 
liam M*Call. _ 
Wilks Doug, 
illiam Dou 
Alexander — 
— Smith. 
ge Webſter. 
William Hare. 
ohn Lawrie. 
ohn Menizes. 


John Mulligane, 


ames Menzies. 
John Harkneſs. 


At Hadingtoun. 
Ninian Smitton. 
George Hood. 
ohn Harvie. 
homas Robertſon. 
Robert Lyell. 
Alexander Colme. 
William Colme. 
r Calder. 
avid Cochran. 
ohn Inftant. 


Patick Jackſon, 
Robert Guyler. 


ohn Lawrie. 
ohn Kemp. 
rge Paxton. 
George Wright, 
Cornelius Turnbull. 
William Calder. 
ohn Smeiton. 
vid Goodale. 
William Ridfoord. 
ames Kinnaird. 
obert Lawrie. 
ohn Hadden. 
ames —— ON 
enry Turnbull. 
ames Leſly. 
ohn Douglas. 
ames Baillie. 
ames Logan. 


Lrchibald Paterſon. 


James Dawſon. 
Alexander Brown. 
William Donaldſon. 


Wilkam Gibſon. 
Alexander Trotter. 
jo eph Foreſter. 

obert Whitchead. 
122 Shirreff. 

chibald Colme. 
William Smeiton. 
William Lawrie. 
John Colme. 

ohn Watt. 

lexander James. 
James Cowie. 
William Smeitos. 
Patrick Crek. | 
John Hood. 

ohn Lawrie. 


— Cow. 
Lawrie. 


, 


Wake-Mill of Cardeus, 


5 
illiam Inglis. 
David Willlamfos. 
John Gray. 

vid Gray, 
David Reid. 
James Anderſon. 


William Caldfream. 


ohn Arnot. 
orge Martin. 


At Muirſide, April 1635 
D164 


1 Crammy. 
atrick Lawſon. 
Matthew Thomſon. . 
William Simpſon. 
Robert Penny. 
Henry Simpſon. 
ohn Hoſon. 
James Crammy. 
ugh Reid. 
David Lathanſie. 
Robert Simpſon. 
2 Burnet. 
obert White. 
ohn Black, 7 
ohn Henderſon. 


Ninian's Chapple, April 19. 
| illiam 


William Burrel. 
ohn Wright. 
vid Wright. 
2 Rate. 
ndrew Rate. 
David Leſlie. 
Henry Davidſon. 
Andrew Wylie. 
David Morice. 


William Mitchelſon, 


2 Davidſon. 
FHien Simpſon. | 
JohnStocks, 
Andrew Heron. 


Leſly, April 20th. 
N 
Thomas Ireland. 
David Aitken. 
Alexander Swine. 
Tam Ireland. 

ames Michie. 

eter Wilkie. 
Alexander Jameſon. 


Tngliſtoun, April 25th, 


Robert Brown. 

ohn M*Call. 

ohn Smith. 

ohn Garmary. 

ohn Muirhead. 

obert Brown. 
Alexander Dorcas. 

ames M Ubine. 

ames M Bine. 

homas Gracie. 
Walter Pathiſon. 
William Porter. 
Archibald R on. 
gon Monteith. 
Robert Martin. 

William Ramiſon. 
William Gaw. 
John M*Call. 

ames Hareſtones. 
James Muirhead. 

obert Cullen. 
Andrew Corſan. 
Robert Martin. 


e 
William Collon. Richard T 
Robert Pearſon. ohn Watſon. 
Robert Cuninghame. illiam Wight, 
ohn Wilſon. Alexander Waterſtoun, 
ohn Barber. ohn Imrie, e 
on mw * 
© unter, Uichd, Tem an, Zune. 
John Hunter. Thomas 3 — by 
Gilbert Ruieſon. William Dalglieſh. 
games McCall. Henry Scotland. 
obert Crighton. Alexander Hunter, 
William Smith, 
John Cook. April 27. Muckart. 
ohn Hanna. David Reid. 
ohn Hunter. = Marſhal. 
niel Martin. atrick Smit 
ous Wallace. William Wilſon. 
enry Tait. William Sim. 
Wilham Hareſtones. ohn Sharlow. 
Samuel. M*Naught. oha Wilſon, 
William Martin. Adam Hutton, 
12 Fougum. 
obert Smith. I 28. Kinvoſs. 
122 Hunter. James Johnſton. 
obert Smit h. Andrew Moriſon. 
Walter Walker. Robert Hume. 
Robert Fougum. 12 Moriſon. 
Arthur Couſon. enry Arnot. 
Andrew Hunter. ohn Dun. 
Samuel Neilſon. ohn Young. 
Alexander Wallace. 
James MiLamoch. At Portmoak, April. 
Alexander M*Cright. James Anderſon. 
ohn Friezel. ohn White. 
— __ 28 5 
ohn Crighton. ichard Dou 
J David * 
April 25th. At Braugbiy. David Arnot. 
Robert Ruſſel. Alexander Waſtwood. 
Laurence Ruſſel. ohn Archibald. 
| ames Forſyth. 
William Haliday. corge Shoolbraid. 
2 _ * 
ohn Taylor. | J. 
J N | 12 Kikiood: 
April 26. At Putfur. Robert Grieve, 
Robert Wilſon. William Winter. 
Robert Thoch. Alexander Coſſer. 


Robert PI 7 f 


George Frater. 


John Waddel. 
7 ene Pariſh, 
J gee bl 


| Witer Wymiſs, April 29. 


x 4* .29th 173 F 
xander Ogilvie. 


John 


vid Ki. | 
Laurence Millar. 
Robert Thomſon. 
ohn Millar. 
hriſtopher Reid. 
David White. 
Henry Thomſon. 
Thomas Oſwald. 
ohn Black. 
ohn Macky. 
orge Wymiſs 


| George Oſwald, 


Alexander Wymiſs. 
David Gra 
Thomas —_ 
Nathaniel outh Junior. 
Robert Lindſay. 
George Henderſon. 
David Pringle. 
ames Rankeillor. 
ames Millar. 
ohn Stark, 


Alexander Bruce. 
William Lumiſden. 


William Smith. 
William Dickſon. 
William Watſon, 


William Dickſon: 


Robert Stiel. 


James Millar. 

Thomas Ballantyne. 
hn "Thomſon. 
illiam . Thomſon. 


Robert Thomſon. 


- Adam Turnbull 


ames Laing. 
amgs TW 


= 


= Young. ' 
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Robert Robſon. 
Thomas Rurherfurd. 

ames Turnbull. 
alph Robſon. l 
ames Mitche Iſon. . 
— Thomſom 
illiam Elliot. 
Walter Thomſon. 
Adam Armſtrong. 
ohn Sharp. 
homas Atchiſon. 
ohn Armſtrong 
ames Atchiſon. 
alter Armſtrong 


John Inglis. 


Lintoun. 
Andrew Murray. 
William ohnffon. 

ohn- Ballantyne. 
illiam Hunter: 
Thomas Ballantyne 
ames Millar. 
illiam Watſon. 
William Thomſon. 
William Dickfon, 
Robert Steil. 
William Smith. 
— Thomſon. 
illiam Rough. 
ames White. 
liam Rough. 
ames Gordon. 
illiam Rough. 
Jones Rough. 
ndrew atſon.. 
Robert Telfer, 
Alexander Lamb. 
William Welſh. 
Andrew. Paterſon. 


ohn Weir. 
ames Potter. 
homas Sanderſon, 


ames Brown. 
ohn Murray. 


| — Somervel. | 


ohn Brown. 
eorge Milne 
Alexander Weir. 


Robert Ruſſel. 
William Lawſon. 


2 ilvie. - 
ichard Weir. 
William Brown. 
Tames Lawrie. 
Jobn Stevenſton. | 
homas Davidſon Junior? 
George Cuthbertſon. 
William Stevenſon. 
Joun Henderſon. þ 
rthur Ritchey. 
William Sanderſon. 
William Brown. 
Robert Richardſon. 
Robert Rough, 
George Murray. 


CloſeburnPariſh /* wa 1732: 
Alexander Nivi 
AO —— 
homas Dal 
Thomas M Ca — mand 
Walter Gibſon,. _ 
Thomas Mulligane. 
ohn Martin. 
homas Niviſon. 
ohn Chalmers. 
illiam Cook. 
Andrew Corbet. 
Ale xander Wauch. 
Alexander M. Gill. 
William Mulligane. 


John Gilles. 


Matthew Tait. 
Thomas Hoatſon. g 
ohn Thomſon.. 
ohn Roger. 
ohn Tait. 
ohn Brown. 
vid Kirk 
Archibald 
Thomas Baul. 
12 Chalmers. 
ndrew Tait. 
Andrew Stewart. 
George Johnſton. 
Thomas M Call. 
H Mulligane. 
homas Niviſon. - 


trick. 
upland. 


James: 


n 
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ames Bar. Michael Smith. 


ohn Mulligane. Thomas Hunter. At Edinburph 5. 
obert Matthiſon. John Thomſon. John N Co nc. 

William Maxwel. muel Kennedy. 

John Johnſton, Robert M*Leun, Selkirk, May 1ſt. 
rchibald Tait. James Kirkpatrick. Robert Boyd. | 
ohn Tait. illiam Fraſer. illiam Scot. 
ames Dalrymple, William Hamilton, John Johnſton, 

illiam Smith. Robert Wallas. 

Thomas Smith. | | Edinburgh, May 1P. 

Gilbert Martin. William Hamilton, Gavin Laurie, 

Gavin M*Murdo, Alexander Mulligane. 

jou Mulligane, Robert Smith. May 26 At Kircaldie. 
uke Fraſer. Samuel Watſon. Robert Meldrum. 

Robert Martin, ohn M*Bean, William Rutberfurd. 

Alexander M*Gub, ohn Haftie, uw Steans. 

Thomas Rogerſon, ohn Brown, avid Philip, 

obert Millar. ohn Clerk. 


ohn Mulligane. 
ohn-Hamilton, illiam Gate. 


RA PEPIITISISEPLEISELELEDELPTEDPEPETEIDEIDE 
A LARGER 


Repreſentation and Confirmation 


O F 


What is only briefly hinted in the ſubſcribed Paper hereto 

reterred, and herewith produced, and preſented to the Ge- 

neral Aſſembly of the Church of Kotlund, met at Edin. 
burgh, May 4th, 1732. ; 


SEEING it pleaſed our moſt gracious God, of his marvelous free 

Grace and abundant Mercy, early to viſit this poor Land, with 
the ineſtimable Benefit of the glorious Goſpel, even when we were 
lying in Heatheniſh Darkneſs, in the Region and Shadow of Death : 
We conceive, that Love and Gratitude, Duty and Loyalty to the King 
of Righteouſneſs and Prince of Peace, ſhould inviolably oblige all m 
theſe Lands conſeſſing the Name of Chriſt, to hold faſt the Truth of the 
Goſpel pure and uncorrupted, as the only ſure enriching Treaſure, Char- 
ter, ud | Evidence, conveying to us and our Poſterity the Everlaſting 
Inheritance of Life and Salvation: Therefore we preſume it cannot be 
accounted a tranigreſſing the Line of our Station, in a finning and de- 
clining Time, to repreſent, in a 1 7 Way, whatever is hurtful oy = 

2.2 


tends to: deprive moths Enjoyment 0 the moſt valuable Bleſſing of 


Goſpeblight. ;. and that it is the indif Duty of all the Lovers of 
— Chriſt, zealouſly to plead contend ſor the Maintenance and 
reſervation thereot, in Oppoſition. to every Thing that would either 
obſcure its Glory, or mar its Succeſs: In Conſequence whereof, we 
chuſe to prove, or rather plead, the Divine Right of popular Election, 
now ſo much contraverted by ſome, and denied by others; and to give 
a few plain ſimple Remarks on the laſt Afﬀembly*s Overture: As alſo, 
without deſerting our juſt Concern. for other Grievances, not here na- 
med, we eſſay, in all Humility, to hint only at a few of the moſt mate- 
rial and known ones, confining ourſelves moſtly to the ſettling of vacant 
Congregations by the Preſentations of Patrons, or on the Footing of 
the late Overture; not only without the Conſent, but againſt the Diſſent, 
of the Generality of the Chriſtian People. f 
It, That, as the Enjoyment of Goſpel-ordinances, is a Privilege 
- Wherein the Glory of God, the Salvation and Edification of Souls, are 
ſo nearly concern'd ; fo it is, no Doubt, of the greateſt Importance to 
have theſe Ordinances diſpenſed by Perſons, not only qualified for Lite- 
rature, but alſo in Reſpect of Orthodoxy, and the Experience of the 
Power of Godlineſs, and called according to Scripture-rules, and the 
Practice of the beſt reformed Churches, ina 197 ay to that weighty 
3 who come in at the Goſpel- door, and do not climb up ſome other 
8 
ty, That we, and other Chriſtian People in theſe Lands, claim no 
Power as to the chooſing and calling of Paſtors, but what we have of 
Divine Right conferred on us, and as a precious Legacy of the glorious 
Redeemer bequeathed, to us, ap ears with convincing and ſatisfying 
Light from the Holy Scriptures of Truth; and might be fully evinced (if a 
Paperof this Nature would allow) from manifold: Divine Teſtimonies, made 
Uſe of ſor that End, by a Multitude of holy and learned Divines againſt 
Papiſts and Popiſh Proteſtants, great Enemies to this, as to many other 
lorious Truths; ſuch as, Acts 1. 15. to 26. There the 120 Diſciples, 
eing called by the Apoſtle Peter to nominate and chuſe two Candidates 
for \ by Apoſtleſhip, that one of them might be a Witneſs of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, did accordingly, v. 16. 22 „ or, as many learned: 
Men render it, decreed, offered, or ented evo, that, by Lot, the 
Lord might chuſe one of them: And, in the laſt Verſe, it is ſaid, Aud 
they gave forth their Lots, and the Lot falling upon Matthias, be was 
numbered with the Eleven: Apoſtles ;, which Word, Numberes, in the 
original Language, ſignifies to chuſe by Vote, or common Suffrage ; 
[= wWhereby the Diſciples, or People, declared their obedient. Conſent in 
Wl Compliance with the Lord's immediate Deci ſion or Determination: From. 
1 Which Texts, it is moſt clear, that the Lord's People have a Divine 
i= Rightof chuſing Office-bearers. of the Church; eſpecially. ſuch as we 
| HSE; . F' | 5 ſor 
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for, and have the Charge of their immortal Souls: And all found Pro- 
teſtant Divines, making Ule of this ee for proving the ſaid Right, 
do juſtly wonder at the Eftrontery and Impudence of Papiſts, and —— | 
of their Kidney, who dare deny popular Election againſt fo bright a 
Teſtimony. | | 
Our next Proof or Ground of Pleading for the ſoreſaid Right is, As . 
6. 3. Loot ye out among you ſeven Men of honeſt Report, full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and Wiſdom, whom we may appoint over this Buſineſs, 
&c. From which it is abundantly plain, that, as the Apoſtles would not 
roceed- to the Ordination of an Apoſtle, an Officer of the higheſt Or- 
Nor, without the previous Conſent and Election of the People (as has 
been proved; ſo neither will they ſo much as appoint a Deacon, the 
loweſt Church- officer, until the People, as commanded, look out, or 
ehuſe from among themſelves, ſuch as they judged moſt ſuitably qualified 
for that weighty Truſt and Charge of collecting and diltributing. the 
Church's Charity. And, if the People have a Power or Right to chuſe 
a Deacon, an inferior Officer, employed in Matters of ſmaller Concern, 
much more a Right to chuſe a Paſtor, unto whom is committed the 
Care and Overſight of their precious Souls. A Man that has a Power 
or Liberty to chuſe his Servant, has doubtleſs much more a Right to 
chuſe his Wife ; being that his Intereſt and Happineſs depend more on 
the ſuitable Choice of the one than of the other. And, ſince the Lord's Peo- 
le are reckoned, even by the Apoſtles, able to judge of them who are of 
oneſt Report and full of the Fioly Ghoſt and Wiſdom ; it cannot be 
refuſed but that they are alſo capable of judging who are fit to be their 
Paſtors : For, tho' the holy inſpired Apoltles were certainly more able 
and competent 4 — of Miniſterial Abilities and Qualifications, and 
had the Gift of diſcerning of Spirits in a greater Meaſure, than what the . 
People could pretend to; yet do they remit the Choice of the ſeven 
Deacons, qualified as abo veſaid, to the Multitude of Believers, aſſuredly 
underſtanding, that Election was, by Divine Appointment, the Lord's 
People their one and' peculiar Right. It is from this Text alſo, that 
ſound Proteitant Divines confirm the Divine Inftitution of popular Ele- 
ction: And, as Doctor Owen ſays, Nature aua Government of Goſpel- 
Church, p. 66. It is impoſſible there ſnould be a more convincing In- 
ſtance 6A. Example of the free Choice of Church-officers by the People 
than is here given-us; and that, in this Pattern and Precedent, the Inte- 
tereſt, Power, and Privilege of the Lord's People in calling their Pa- 
{tors, is ſo ſecured unto them, as that they can never be ;uſtly deprived: 
thereof. And for ſome triffling Exceptions made by corrupt Men now' 
againſt this ſecond: Argument, ſuch as, Deacons their being entruſted 
only to manage the Church's Charity, Sc. they were long ago raiſed 
by Bellarmine the Jeſuite, and ſully anſwered by. Proteſtant ä 
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Our next Witneſs is, Acts 14. 23. And when they had ordained them 
Elders in every Church; or, as it runs in the Original, When they had 
ordained them by Election, or Votes, Elder in every Church; for ſo the 
Greck Word (as they who know ought of the Language obſerve) ſhould 
be tranflated; as in 2 Cr. 8. 19.— Fut who was alſo choſen of the 
Churches, &c, The ſame Word, which before was rendered ordained, 
is here tranſlated choſen. The Dutch Annotations tell us, That the ori- 


ginal Word (rendered in our Tranſlation ordained) properly ſignifies to 


appoint or ordain by Suftrage or Vote; and thus it is read allo in all our 
former Engliſh or Scots Tranſlations without Exception: And one needs 
not much wonder, why this Verſe ſeems to be fo lamely tranflated, if 
what Mr. Hill, a Member of the Weftminſfter Aſſembly (cited by a late 
Writer) gives us for a Reaſon be duly conſidered, vis. When our Tran- 
lation was finiſhed, there were about 14 Places altered by ſome Prelates 
to make them ſpeak the Language of the Church of England, among 
which this Text, Acts 14. 23. was one. This then is a third Text ad- 
duced by all Orthodox Divines, as an unexceptionable Witneſs for pro- 
ving the People's Divine Right to chuſe their own Paſtors: And we are 
fully ſatisfied is ſo bright an Evidence, that all the Duſt raiſed by Po- 
iſh Cavils and Exceptions againſt it, ſhall never be able to cloud or ob- 
cure ; foraſmuch as the Holy Apoſtles by Precept and Example taught 
the Churches to do nothing. but what they had a Command from Chriſt 


to teach them, Mat. 28. 20. | 


Another Proof or Witneſs (if another is needful) may be ſeen in 1 Zohr: 


4. 4. Belovea, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether 


they are of God, becauſe many falſe Prophets (or, as we ſpeak, Miniſters ) 
are gone out into the World. Matth. 7. 15. Beware of falſe Prophets, 


&. John 10. 5. A Stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 


him, &c. Rev. 2. 2. 1 know thy Works,----and how thou canſt not bear 


them which are evil; and thou Paſt tried them which ſay they are Apo- 
_ſtles, and are not, and haſt forma them Liars. From all which Scrip- 
tures, holy and learned Divines ſtrongly infer the People's foreſaid Right : 


For, as Chriſtian People have a Right to withdraw from intruding Hire- 


lings, fo it natively follows, that they have an inherent Right to make 
Choice of ſuch as are honeſt and worthy : And, as trying of the Spirits, is, 


not only allowed, but exprefly enjoined the Lord's People; ſo, if in any 
Thing ſuch a ſpiritual Diſcerning take Place, it muſt be in the Election 
and Choice of a ſpiritual Guide: And ſince Chriſt's Sheep have this Cha- 


racter, that they, by a heavenly Inſtinct, and Sagacity, know the Voice 


of the true Shepherd, from the Voice of the Hireling and Stranger, from 
whom they are to flee, John 10. 4, 5. then doubtleſs their Knowledge 


Conſent and Choice, in order to their Acceptance of, and Subjection to, 
their Miniſter, muſt neceſſarily interveen: The mutual, and peculiar Du- 
ties, that People and Paſtor owe to each other, ſuch as Reverence, Sub- 


jection, 


A 


all flowing from the near and conjugal-like Relation betwixt them and 
him; and the reciprocal Obligations and Ties that both come under, muſt 
certainly, and naturally ſuppoſe their voluntary Conſent, Election, and 
Call. Many other 1 of the like Import might be named, ſuch 

as, Acts 15. 22. Then 5 - bp it the Apoſtles and Elders, with the whole 
Church, to ſend choſen of their own Company to Antioch, 2 Cor. 8. 
19. But who was alſo choſen of the Church to travel with us. 1 Cor. 16 

. Whomſoever you ſhall approve. by your Letters, them will I ſend. 


ut. 1. 13. Take you wiſe Men, and underſtanding, and known among 


your Tribes, and I will make them Rulers over you. From all which 
clear Proofs and bright Teſtimonies, it would appear abundantly evi- 


dent and plain, that the Lord's People have, of Divine Right, a Power 


of calling and electing their own Paltors: And we are perſwaded, that 
under the Shadow of thele Texts of Holy Scripture, as under a ſacred 
Refuge, is this Divine, tho” deſpiſed, Truth of 3 95 Election moſt ef- 
fectually ſecured; and is able to hold it out againſt the ſcorching Heat of 
human Rage; and the impotent Strokes of vain Sophiſtry, and carnal 
Reaſon ; and that no human Law or Practice whatlomever can ſo far 
take Place, or be ſet in Oppoſition thereto, without doing Violence to 


the Scriptures of Truth, and committing Treaſon againſt the Church's 


glorious Head and Lawgiver. And whatever the Conduct and Practice 


of ſome People may be, who can by a ſmaller Tentation, and with leſs 
Reluctancy, perhaps, than Eſau of old, tamely give up, and part with, 
ſo valuable and precious a Birth-Right Privilege; yet we may not, yea, 
dare not, without being guilty of manifeſt Rebellion againſt the irrever- 


ſible and w Laws of the true and ſupreme God, our Lord and Savi- 
our Telus Chriſt, 


him, ſo profanely alienate, or unwarrantably transfer. it on any Patron 


whatſomever, Civil or Ecclefiaſtick. And, if human Teſtimonies, (after 
all that hath been ſaid) were neceſſary or needful on this Head, there 
might (we're well informed) be adduced, as an adminicular Proof, the a- 
reeable Judgments. of Primitive Fathers ; General Councils ; National 
-hurches and Synods; Confeſſions of Faith; holy and learned Divines, 


ancient and modern, Abroad and at Home, all harmonizing as to the fore- 
ſaid Truth of popular Election; which Teſtimonies, for ſhunning Pro- 
lixity, may poſſibly be tranſcribed in a ſeparate. Paper, annexed and ſub- 
| r to this; and to which we refer for fuller Proof: Whereby it may 


ſeen, that, when the ſoreſaid Right was accurately and impartially 
weighed in the Balance of the Sanctuary, by as boys bright, and able 
e 


Days of the A- 


' Having thus briefly accounted for, and we hope, to the datisſaction of 


Divines, as were in all the Churches of Chrilt ſince 
poſtles, it was found neither light nor wanting. 


all the Godly and Unprejudiced, clearly inſtructed our Right and Power 


ta. 


jection, and Obedience, on their Part * Love and Faithfulneſs on bis; 


and of expreſs contraveening our ſworn Allegiance to 
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to call and chuſe Miniſters, or Paſtors for feeding our precious Souls; as 
being of Divine Appoinement, a rich Legacy beſtowed by the bleſſed Re- 
deemer on his beloved Spouſe and Flock; which Legacy and Right, Mi- 
nilters of 0 „ are in a ſpecial Manner ſtraitly commanded and o- 
bſiged, as they ſhall be anſwerable, faithfully to maintain and defend, as 

well as other Goſpel-Privileges, + gem | ion and Enoroach- 
ments whatſoever. Yet nevertheleſs we have it to lament, as Matter of 
Regret and Mourning, in our Day of Apoſtalie, that there are a great 
many in this Church, who, inftead of acting the Part of faithful Trultees, 
do readily comply, and ſtrenuouſly concur with the prefent Eraſtian En- 
croachments, an antiſcriptural Uſurpations, now ſo avowedly made on 
the ſacred Rights of God's Heritage; which Rights in all Ages of the 

Church have been, and are yet like to be, one of the World's great Eye- 
ſores; and what the Powers of the Earth, with the Concurrence of cor- 
rupt Churchmen, have often looked on with an invidious Eye, endeavou- 
ring by their Acts and Laws, either to narrow and abridge the ſaid 
| Rights, or by eſtabliſhing a Popiſh antiſcriptural Invention, (ad Book of 
Diſcipline, Chap. 12. Charles I. and II. Parl. 2. Seff. 2. Ad 39. 

N. 23.) called Patronage, effectually to bury them: Which abjured Pa- 
tronage, now ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in this Church, and as ſtrictly and ri- 
gidly exerciſed, we teſtify our Abhorrence againſt; foralmuch as tis diſ- 

honouring to Zion's glorious King, everſive of the 1 well-founded 
Rights, deſtructive of the great Scope and Ends of the Gaſpel ; and hath 
a Tendency to ruine precious Souls; to debauch and corrupt a Church; 
to create Diviſions, Fommules, and Diſorders in Pariſhes ; is an Inlet and 
Introduction to innumerable other Evils, tedious to mention; and is only, 
if any Office at all, a mungrel one, neither purely Civil, nor purely Ec- 
cleſiaſtick; but, as its Inſtitutors would have it, is made up of both; which 
Deſcription, given by its own zealous Abettors, would readily tempt any 
One to think it a very Monſter. And what a prodigious Fondnefſs is it 
in ſome, who, by their Conduct and Management in Judicatories, endea- 
vour to add ſome Cubits to its Stature, raiſing this Idol of Jealouſy higher 
by ſeveral Degrees, than the very Terms of the Act eſtabliſhing Patro- 
nage ſeem to require; and inſtead of their improving the-Limitation (ſuch 
as It is) granted by the Act 1719, ſeem rather practically, and on the 
Matter, to be for an illimited Patronage, which ſhould rather be - openly 
diſcountenanced, as being to a Conviction repugnant to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and ſolemnly abjured in our Covenants, binding theſe Lands to la- 
teſt Poſterity, and all Ranks faithfully warned of its Sinfulneſs and Danger ! 
And this the rather, we bumbly conceive, ſhould be done, becauſe the faid 
Patronage, like another Barabbas, ſeems, not only in ſome Reſpect to be 
. ſet in Competition with the glorious Redeemer, but, by the preſent Con- 
duct, judicially releaſed, and allowed to fpoil and prey on the Lord's He- 

ritage, while the bleſſed Jefus in his precious Truths and deſpiſed People 
. | meet 
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meet with very hard Treatment, 2 ſcarce allowed the ſmall Benefit of 
a fair Hearing. And how offenſive and —— is the exorbitant Re- 
gen ſuperlative Reſpect that ſuch Men in Judicatories are pleaſed to 

to this Church · diſturbing Evil Patronage (tending ſo much to 
wound, if not to ſubvert, any Remains we have ofa Goſpel-Conſtitution) 
hat no ſooner doth a Preſentation ſet up its awful Head, eſpecially in the 
everend Commiſſion, but aſſoon muſt the poor Flock ſtoop and bow 
with all the Humility and Deference that's now required; all further En- 
quiry into the People's Conſent or Diſſent, muſt now be reckened vain and 
; or, if it is done, tis evidently but for a mere Sham : The Pre- 
ſentee, bow diſa le ſoever to the Pariſn, mult then be palmed, if not 
ith Violence , on them; and any who cannot in Conſcience 
it to ſuch violent Intruſions, or dare not make a voluntary Surren- 
der of their ſoreſaid Rights, may dread and expect, if not actually, yet at 
leaſt practically, and on the Matter, to be excommunicate or 
from Sealing Ordinances ; as is, alas! too notour to be denied. 
- 24ly, Wein all 1 with all due Deference, preſume fur- 
ther to repreſent, That as ſoon as Patronage was ſent down to this Nati- 
on, in the unwelcome Vehicle of a Royal Act, and made us a very ſur- 
ifing Viſtt, at a Time when dark Clouds were gathering above our 
, and many of us 2 our Lives in Defence of what's valu- 
able to us as Men and Chriſtians, by oppoſing the cruel and unnatural 
Meaſures of 22 Party, endeavouring to ſacrifice our forefaid 
Rights to Popiſh "Tyranny, and to ſettle a Popith Pretender on the Bi- 
zi Throne; Our Hearts were filled with much Perplexity, and man 
—— Fears, being perſwaded, if Puronige thould meet wit 
friendly Welcome, and warm Reception, and get any tolerable - Footing 
amongſt us, it would not ſoon. change its Quarters, but, in a little Time, 
like a Ga e, conſume the Vitals and Bowels of this Church, wound- 
ing what Remains we have of a Goſpel-Conftitution under the 5th Rib; 
which, not a few think, was the primary Deſign and Intention of its 
firſt Impoſers: Yet, conſidering how contrary the ſaid Patronage was to 
the Word of God, and inconſil ent with ſound Presbyterian Principles, 
and that the then Commiſſion had ſaid as much in their Addreſs to Queen 
Anne; we had ſome Hope, that this Church would ſo far exerciſe any 
Authority the has, in Defence of our foreſaid Rights, by remonſtrati 
againſt, and faithfully warring all Ranks of the Sin and Danger of ſo 
ievous an Impoſition, and declaring all Accepters of ſuch injurious 
Prakntations highly cenſurable, that there ſhould be no great Ground to 
complain of any of its difmal Effects: But, alas! all our Hopes are ſadly 
fruſtrated, and om miſerably baffled ; for we have it to regrete, 
that not a few, inſtead of 
ma 


f ſhewing any warm Reſentment againſt the 
Eneroachments made on our Lord's Prerogatives, and his Peoples juſt 
Rights, are now. become zealous — of this Dagon, both in 1 
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SatisfaRion, not only to receive into this Chutch's Boſom Preſentations 
made on the ſaid Patronage-Footing, but, as we're informed, to honour 
them ſo far, as to cauſe their Reception be marked in ſeveral Presbytery- 
Records: And when a Competition or Controverſy with Reſpect to a 
Call. doth at any Time happen between a Pariſh and the Patron, it ſeldom, 
or never, fails to carry on the Patron's Side, by a very great Majority; 
as might be inſtructed by many lamentable Inſtances, both older and later, 
vis. of the Pariſhes of Bathgate, Fogo, Aberdour, Morbattle, Hutton, 
O14-Machar, Excles, Crimond, Balfroan, Lintonn, Kinroſs, Kettle 
and the Weſt-Kirk, with ſome more, if we could remember them; all 
which Settlements . four, have been concluded, and gone into, 
within the Compals of lels Time than a Year and a Half, vis. *wixt the 
Aſſembly 1730, and the Commiſſion in. Auguſt laſt ; two of which, 
namely, Kinroſs and Kettle, were ſettled by the Commiſſion in a very 
arbitrary Way, the Law not ſo much as obliging them thereto, And in 
no Judicatory of this Church that we know, of. is this offenſive Practice 
more uſed, than in the Aſſembly's Commiſſion, who have of late got into 
their Hands ſuch an exorbitant Power, to the great Grief of many of the 
Godly, and Prejudice of this Church, that now none can have Acceſs to 
appeal from any. of their final Determinations, or pretended irreverſible 
Sentences, how iniquous or unjuſt ſoever they. may. happen to be: A 
Power, we. humbly conceive, may in many Caſes prove oppreſſive to 
Conſciences, deſtructive to the Church, and injurious to Truth; and 
which ſeems not very conſiſtent with the Proteſtant Doctrine anent the 
Power of Councils and Synods,. to be ſeen in our firſt and laſt Confel- 
4 fon of Faith. And what further adds to our great Grief and Sorrow, 
is the Overrure made in the laſt Aſſembly, and tranſmitted to the ſeveral. 
Presbyteries of this Church, for their Advice or Approbation, in order 
to have it fram'd into a ſtanding Act (the melancholly Effect of which 
Overture already produced in ſome particular Pariſhes, may poſſibly 
come to be repreſented by other Hands to this Aſſembly): the full and: 
exact Form and Tenor whereot is as follows, 1 33; up 


In Overtiire concerning the Method of planting of vacant 
Churches, Edinburgh. May 14. 296 Meridiem,. Sel. 9. 
TS THE General AR confoeting: the Inconveniencies and Divi- 


ſions that have ariſen in planting of vacant Pariſhes, occaſioned: 

* partly by Presbyteries not following an uniform Method in ſupplying 
* theſe Vacancies with Goſpel-Miniſters:; and that this Evil may be in 
Part remedied and prevented, they N That Presbyteries, when 
the Planting of any Pariſh falls into their * 


11. | 

te Juto, take Care to have the ſame ſupplied with a well-qualified -Goſ. 
46 pel-miniſter, to labour amongſt the be le for their 2 i Edificati · 
r n: And, in ordef thereunto, they int one or more of their 
© Number to meet with the Heritors, being Proteſtants, and the Elders 
« who repreſent the People, that they may elect and call One to be their 
* Miniſter, whom they are to propoſe to the whole Congregation, to 
< be either approven or diſapproven by them; and the Diſapprovers to 
c offer their Reaſons to the Presbytery of the Bounds, at whoſe Judg- 
ment, and by whoſe Determination; the Calling and Entry of a Mi- 
© nifter is to be ordered and concluded: And when the like Caſe hap- 
ce in Royal Burghs, that the Call or Election be by the Magiſtrates, 
cc coins Kirk-ſefſion, and Heritors of the Landward Pariſh. 

ce And, that there may be no unneceſſary Delays in planting of 
Churches, the Aſſembly further ord ain, That Presbyteries, when ap- 
ee plied unto within the ſix Months after the Vacancy, for ſupplying there- 
of by Conſent of the Patron, and others concerned, ſhall forthwith 
te proceed to the Planting of the vacant Charge in the Way and Man- 
ce ner-above-ſpecified, without putting oft till the ſix Months be elapſed. 
© And the Aﬀembly r to all Miniſters, Preachers and Mem- 
ce bers of this Church, to take Care that ** — not encourage, or go 
ce into, any Method for planting vacant Churches, contrary to, or in- 
2g — with this Rule, The General "Aſſembly do tranſmit this O- 
cc verture to the ſeveral Presbyteries of this Church, that they may return 
ce their Opinion to the next Aſſembly, whether it ſhall be turned into a ſtan- 
« ding Act; And the General Aſſembly do enjoin Presbyteries in the mean 
& Time to obſerve it till the next Aſſembly: And, in caſe Presbyteries 
e ſhall neglect to ſend up their A Ae upon it, the General Aſſembly 

ce do appoint the Overture to be laid before the next General Aſſembly, 
veto be paſſed into a ſtanding Act, or not, as they ſee Cauſe. 


Wherefore, we apprehending ourſelves very much leſed, and our 
Chriſtian Rights and Liberty directly ſtruck at, by this new and ynpre- 
cedented Overture, crave Leave, in all 1 differ from, and 
remonſtrate againſt, it, for theſe few, plain and obvious Reaſons follow. 

ing, inſtead of many others that poſſibly might be given: "Yiu 
1ſt, Becauſe the General Aſſembly, we humbly conceive, have with 
too much Precipitancy, Haſte and Hurry, proceeded in an Affair of the 
greateſt Importance and Concern to this Church, in not only making an 
unſcriptural Overture, for eſtabliſhing an. uniform Method in ſupplying 
+ of Vacancies; but turning the ſaid Overture into an-iritexim Act, or an 
Act to continue, at leaſt, till the next Aſſembly, and enjoining all the 
Presbyteries of this Church in the mean Time to obſerve it, before it is 
firſt-tranſmitted to them, and their Opinions and Senciments anent the 
fame are returned, contrary to all N Forms and Rules laid down 
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Gone in Matters of ſuch Weight and Conſequemce, both in 
ie Books 2 arid Acts of eds oi einn 
- -24bp,:Altho* the Inconyenienties and Divifions occaſioned, as is al- 
2 rtly by Presbyteties not following an uniform Method in ſup- 
plying Vacancies, are mentioned by the Aſſembly as the grand Reaſon of 
this new Act or Overture; yet, we humbly . conceive, the Reaſon of 
fuch Diſorders: and Diviſions is laid at the wrong Door, and very un- 
charitably charged on ſome few honeſt Prezbyteries, who, perhaps, ha ve 
been N ery r ſuch unhallowed Settlements, as 
now ſo frequently obtain ; while Antichriſtian Patronage, the melan- 
cholly Spring and Caule of our preſent Diviſions and Confuſions in the 
Planting of Pariſhes, ſeems to be deſignedly and induſtriouſly concealed. 
zuly, This Overture appears dangerouſly lax with a Witneſs, in al- 
lowing all Heritors, 3 bearing the Name of Prote- 
ſtant, a Vote or Suffrage in the Election of Miniſters ; whereby Accels 
is given to Men of looſe and dangerous Principles, Enemies to the 
true Government of Chriſt's Houſe, and to all ſerious Godlineſs ; fuch 
as, Arians, Arminians, Socinians, Deiſts, yea Atheiſts, if any ſuch 
be, and to many others not of our Cemmunion, to manage ſo at fuch 
12 mon 2 . choſen, Beke who are as near to _ 
Principles a ay of thinking, 'as ity can pitch upon: And 
— — Heritors, whoſe Reliderice is perhaps at Zondon, Rome or 
Paris, whom none can juſtly reckon any Part of the Congreation, and 
who, it may be, ſhall never be Hearers of the Man whom they vote for 
all their Liſetime, yea, ſuch as are n Scandals, and, bly, 
under the higheſt Cenſures of the Church, are not exc by this 
Overture, but brought in to vote at ſuch Elections, while the whole 
Corigregation-of the Lord's People muft ſtop their Mouths and be ſilent: 
Which makes us jultly fear, that Settlements made on ſuch a Footing will 
in a little Time (it Mercy prevent not) not only introduce Error and 
Profanity, but worm out of this Church the very Remains of ſound Re. 


ion, and ſerious Godlineſs. | 


4, Becauſe the ſaid'Overture plainly appears chargeable with a very 
e — much as mentioning, far leſs ſaith- 
fully and boldly'afſerting, the Lord's People their elective Right, nor 
how much they are in this Particular injured and oppreſs d by Antichri- 
n Patronage; a Yoke, which neither we, nor our reforming Ance · 


Mors, were ever able to bear. 
Ir maniſeſtly eſtabliſheth a new Patronage (with this Difference 
rom the old one, "that its Subject is more large and extenſvwe) by transfer - 
Ang in an arbitrary Way, and without any Warrant from the Holy. Scrip- 
tures, an excluſive Right-on Heritors and Elders to elect and call Paſtors 
. and thercby. tempting, if not obliging, ſuch Men to mono- 


. 


— 


** \ 


. 


err themſelves a Power and I which they, as Church- 


embers,” have only in common with the reſt of the Flock or Congre- 
Sry, Altho the foreſaid Overture is pleaſed to transfer the Right of 
Nomination and Election on Elders for this formal Reaſon, That they are 
n yet aſſigns not the leaſt Shadow of a Reaſon 
why the ſame Privilege is alſo conferred on Heritors as ſuch, who, in an 
Ecclefiaſtaick Senſe or Capacity, are no more than Church-members, 
and fo on a Level, in that Reſpect, with the pooreſt and meaneſt of the 
Flock: Which Practice, ſome may think, looks too like being partial, 
and Judges of evil Thoughts, contrary to Zames 2. 4. or as if Heritors 
were no Part of the Congregation or People, but entitled, by their world- 
ly Heritages and Poſſeſſions, to ſomething, in Reference even to Spiritu- 
ab, above their Chriſtian Brethren ; and that the {piritual Privilege of 
electing a Paſtor may be purchaſed with Money; which is too near of 
Kin to Simon Magus his Propoſal, Acts 8. 18, 19. where it is ſaid, He 
effered them Money, ſaying, Give me alſo this Power, &c. To whom it 
was juſtly anſwered, T Money peri wich thee, becanſe thou haſt 
thought that the Gift of Goa (and this Right to chuſe a Paſtor is none of 
the leaſt of his Gifts) may l wy with Money. And ig allo plain- 
ly condemned by the Holy Ghoſt, in James 2. 1.-----6. My Brethren, 
Have not the Faith of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Lord of Glory, with 
Reſpeft of Perſons. v. 2. For if there come into your Aſſembly a Alan 
zorth a Gold Ring, and gooaly Apparel; and there come in alſo a poor 
Man in vile Raiment : v. 3. And ye have Reſpect to him that weareth 
the gay Clothing, and ſay to him, Sit thou here, in à good Place: And 
ſay to rhe Poor, Stand thou there, or ſit thou here under my Footſtoo] : 
v. 4. Are ye not then partial in yourſelves? v. 5. Hearken, my beloved 
Brethren, hath not God choſen the Poor of this World, rich in Faith, 
and Heirs.of the Kingdom ? v. 6. But ye have deſpiſed the Poor, &c. 
From which Texts, tis plain, that no worldly Advantages, or Enjoy- 
ments whatſoever, can give a Man any Preference in Matters ſpiritual to 
the pooreſt or moſt deſpiſed Believer in all Chriſt's Church. And it 
would ſeem that holy Barnabas, with many other New-Teſtament 
Worthies, who fold their Poſſeſſions for charitable Uſes, Acts 2. 45. 
Acts 4. 36. could not, by this Overture, be allowed the ſpiritual Privi- 
lege of dating a Paſtor ; as if, by their laudable Generoſity, they had 
forfeited all Right to ſo valuable a Branch of Chriſtian Liberty. 

7thly, The ſoreſaid Overture poſitively aſſerts, without any Proof, 
the Elders to be the Peoples Repreſentatives in the material and important 
Affair of calling and eleCting a Miniſter or Paſtor to feed their precious 

Souls, contrary to Acts 6. 2. ----- 4. where the Holy Ghoſt plainly tells 
us, That the Multitude of Believers (not the Elderſhip, or Heritors, 
nor any other Patron whatſomever) cþu/ed ſeven Men, and ſer them _ 

| bra: 


OO - 


Pee the Apoſtles, for 7 &, for any in this Caſe to ob- 
ject Anarchy and Confuſion, is, no Doubt, on the Matter, a very da- 
ring Reflection on infinite Wiſdom ; yea, we are perſwaded it will puzzle 
the Overture to find a Precept, Example, or Promiſe in all Divine Reve- 
lation, for transferring on Heritors, or yet on Elders, in the Capacity of 
Repreſentatives, the ſoreſaid Right of Nomination and Election, exclu- 
{ive of all, or any of the Lord's People. mor 
' 8:hly, After that the foreſaid Overture hath very freely cut and carv'd 
in the Important Matter of the Peoples ente Rights, and diſpoſed of 
them ſo, as that none, but the rightful Proprietors, may want a Share; 
it is pleaſed very kindly, in a Way of Compenſation, to allow us the 
LO_Y of tabling our Reaſons of diſapproving of any particular Choice 
or Call given by the ſaid Heritors and Elders before the Presbytery, who 
are to judge of the Moor for the ſaid Reaſons, and to determine as they 
ſhall ſee Cauſe: Which Reaſons, tis eaſy to forſee, muſt not at all be 
founded on our Choice of another Man, whoſe Gifts we may, perhaps, 
judge more ſuitable and edifying to us ; but on ſomething that relates to 
the Preſentee's Life and Doctrine; which in Effect is no more than a Li- 
berty to libel their Preſentee before the Presbytery, in the Caſe of alledged 
Error or Immorality; which any One within, or yet without, this 
Church, may claim as a Privilege, as well as any Member of that parti- 
cular Congregation to which the Perſon is preſented : And, in that Caſe, 
the Pariſh is on no better Footing by this Act or Overture than any Per- 
ſon whatſomever not concerned in the Settlement. And for this Practice 
of obliging Poole, who cannot approve of ſuch and ſuch a Nomination, 
to give their Reafons of Diſſent or 3 it is, we humbly 
conceive, without all Scripture-precept or Precedent: For, no Queſti- 
on, there are many Reaſons, yea, even ſuchascome not within the Verge 
df Error or Scandal, that People may perhaps have againſt ſome parti» 
_ cular Call; which, tho' otherwiſe ſolid and ſuſtainable, they are not 
obliged to mention. | | 5 
 othly, Tis very evident by this Overture, as it ſtands, that there is to 
be no Moderation of a Call to any Pariſh, until the Power or Right, 
commonly called the Zus deuolutum, take Place; or unleſs the Patron 
Hall be pleaſed to allow of, and concur with, the faid Moderation; 
which, it it is not a plain Declaration of this Church's homologating 
the Patronage- act, and acknowledging and allowing of Patronage in 
the fulleſt Extent (as we are per ns it is) yet no doubt it is too 


much, and very ſurprizing, to come from an Allembly of the Church of 
Scotland. n 


- Torhly, As if cur foreſa d Rights were not ſufficiently buried by Pa- 
tronage alone, this Overti re is PRs, very untenderly and unnatural- 
ly; to lay the 1 Crav --itone of an Eccleſiaſtick Act upon their 
Hcads; And, as it afraid of their Reſurrect ion, hath ſet the 175 
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Watch of a ſtrict Prohibition, or |} AE VOTE (as may be ſeen in 
the aid Overture) namely, That all Miniſters, Preachers and Members of 
this Church are to take Care that they do not encourage, or go into, 
any Method (ſtrange! not excepting the Method of God's Appointment!) 
for planting of vacant Churches contrary to, or inconſiſtent with, this 
Rule. W hereby, it is plain, that tho' a popular Call, which is the on- 
ly Goſpel-call, were oftered to any in this Church, it could not be em- 
braced, without contraveening this Act or Overture. 

11 hy, The whole of this Overture (particularly the unſcriptural 
Uniformity of planting of Churches, ſo much preſſed by it) ſeems, as. 
we conceive, directly, if not violently, to force a Rent and Diviſion in 
this Church; eſpecially if we conſider the 2oth Article of our old Conſeſ- 
fion of Faith, to which we in theſe Lands are ſolemnly ſworn and en- 

aged, namely, That if Men, under the Name of a Council, pretend to 
8-5 new Articles of our Faith, to make Conſtitutions repugning to the 
Word of God; then utterly we mult refuſe the ſame, as the Doctrine of 
Devils, which draweth our Souls from the Voice of our only God, to 
follow the Doctrines and Conſtitutions of Men. 

4tbly, We hope it will offend. none, that we crave Leave further to 
add, as Matter of deep Humiliation and Mourning, a few of the moſt 
material and weighty Grievances, under which thefe Lands and Nations 
are now groaning ; and ſuch as may be jultly reckoned the Source and 
Cauſe of our preſent Miſeries, and of what further we may expect in a 
larger Meaſure, if ſovereign Mercy prevent not ; viz. 

1. The Breaking and aka. our National Covenants and Solemn 
League, which were, by a treaſonable and Heaven-daring Act, in the late 
Times of Perſecution, ſhamefully reſcinded ;  tho*; mean while, we are 
perſwaded Coy cannot by any Human Law, or created Power, be either 
evacuated or altered: And this juſtly may be called our Gaal Peor Sin, 
never yet faithfully charged. home 1 47 the Generation as a National 
Guilt, nor mourned for and repented of, | 

2. The Homologating, in the late Times of Tyranny and Perſecu- 
tion, the blaſphemous Oath or Act of 9 arrogated by Char. II. 
whereby the bleſſed Redeemer, the alone King and Head of his Church, 
was in a moſt criminal Manner dethron'd, and his Royal Crown, in a moſt. 
daring Way, and to the utmoſt of their POwer, pull'd from off his glo- 
et And the Indulgences, as ponies Foe the ſaid uſurped Su-- 
premacy ; together with the Duke of York's Toleration, addreſſed for, 
and accepted by not a few, whereby the Diſpenſation of Goſpel-Ordi-- 
nances was then laid under ſo many Reſtrictions as could not poſſibly- 
conſiſt with the full, free and faithful Diſcharge and Exerciſe thereof, ne-- 
ver yet fully conſeſs d nor repented of. | | 
3. The Tyranny, Perſecution and Bloodſhed exerciſed in the ſaid late: 
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unhappy Reigns, againſt all ſuch as conftientiouſly adhered to their f- 
cred Engagements. | 
4. The Conſtitution and Settlement of this Church, at the late Revolu- 
tion, founded, in our Claim of Right, on ſo looſe and precarious a Foun- 
dation as the Inclinations of the People the then Aſſembly not ha- 
ving ſo much 3 as to mention Prelacy its being diſagreeable to 
the Word of God, far leſs; to aſſert, in ſome Act for that End, the Di- 
vine Right of Presbytery (whatever the AR of Parliament 1690 did) nor 
yet the ſtanding, Obligation of our national and ſolemn Oaths, making 
a Retrogreſſion to the AQ of Parliament 1 592, according to which the 
Revolution-Eſtabliſhment was ſquared, and thereby diſregarding the many 
valuable Pieces of Reformation attained unto betwixt 1638 and 1649. 
. Again, the Conniving at the almoſt boundleſs Toleration, under 
' which all Hereſies and Sectaries are ſheltered „ excepting only Antitri- 
vitarians and Popiſh Recuſants, and 32 pulling down antient 
Hedge of 1 appointed by our Lord as a ſure and glorious Fence 
to his Vineyard. | 

6. This Church's neglecting in any of her Aſſemblies, at or fince the 
Revolution, formally to declare and judicially to aſſert the glorious Re- 
deemer's ſupreme Headſhip in and over his Church, in Contradiſtinction 
to and excluſive of all other Heads whatſomever (excepting what is 
lamely and in a few Words dropt, as would ſeem in the By, by the 15th 
Aſlembly after the Revolution, in their Introduction or Preface to the 
Form of Proceſs) N e when, in the foreſaid late Times of Perſecu- 
tion, the bleſſed Redeemer was ſo Gens, e avowedly robbed of this 
his Royal Prerogative, one of the wow, | earls of his Mediatory Crown. 
This being a cardinal Grievance, and a Point both material and weighty, 
and what lo nearly concerns the Mediator's Glory, given as the Word of 
his Patience to this Church, ſince our firſt Reformation, makes the Omiſ- 
ſion more faulty and criminal. | | 

7. The Power of appointing National Faſts and Thankſgiving Days, 
wherewith'Chriſt hath inveſted his Church, and for which the muſt be 
accountable, ſeemeth to us, and many ofthe Lord's People in theſe Lands, 
to be practically and voluntarily, without any Low ſion thereto, in a 

eat Meaſure ſurrendered and given up to the Civil Powers. 3 
8. The tame Submiſſion unto ſeveral Oaths, not duly limited according 
to Seripture, and moſt frequently and vainly repeated (particularly the Oath 
of Abjuration) contrary to, and inconſiſtent with, our National Cove- 
nants and Solemn League, and ſound Presbyterian Principles (as this 
Chureh once freely owned” and acknowledged in one of her ſupreme Ju- 
dicatories,, that Near immediately before the concluding of the Union 
and originally and deſignedly calculate ſor the Support. of the Zyg/iſh 
Hierar * and required ſor that Bud to be taken by all Perſons in pu 
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liek; Truſt, Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, with many others alſo, as the Narra- 
| | 0 tive 
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tive of the Act, enjoining the Gi of the ſaid Oath, more fully bears ; 
the Sinfulneſs whereof has been laid open in many Prints that we con- 
ceive cannot be anſwered : And this we repreſent with due Reſpect to 
{ome learned and religious Perſons, both Miniſters and People who have 
been enſnared therewith, b 1 et 


. The late Acts of Aﬀembly 1140 and 1122, condemning a profi- 
table Book, called the Marrow of Modern Divinity (recommended by 


ſome great i” of the Weſtminſier Aflembly, as a very uſeful and edi- 


lying Treatiſe) give, in our Opinion, a Random Blow to a Bundle of 
very pretious Truths contained therein, to the great Grief and Offence 
of many of the Lord's Children, who do juſtly reckon it a Blot or Stain 
fixed on this Church with her own Hands, which no doubt they hearti- 
ty wiſh were effectually removed, and wip'd away, by repealing or re- 
Nandi the toreſaid offenſive Acts. | i 
10. The little Care and Concern the rf or Commiſſion have 
hal to teſtify againſt, and warn People of, the Sinfulneſs and Danger of 
the Big Service and other Superſtitions; eſpecially ſince they began 
to obtain and 15 5 ſo much amongſt us. | 
11. The Aſſembly's paſſing proleffor Simfon only with a Sentence of 
Suſpenſion, after they had found relevant and proven againſt him ſeveral 
very groſs Articles of a Libel. conſiſting of, and containing, ſuch ＋ 
as were not only derogatory and repugnant to, but everſive of, that prime 
fundamental Truth, the ſupreme Godhead of the glorious and bleſſed 
Redeemer the Lord Jeſus Chriſt which Sentence, we humbly conceive, 
was far from being adequate to ſo horrible a Crime: As alſo, their ne- 
lecting or forbearing to judge and condemn many other groſs and fun- 
amental Errors found proven againſt the ſaid Profeſſor, by a Committee 
of their own Number appointed for that End; and withal, the Aſſem- 
bly's neglecting judicially to aſſert, in ſome aſſertory Act, the Supreme 
Godhead, Independency, Neceſſary and Self-exiftence of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; When theſe fundamental Truths had 
been impugn'd, and the contrary Errors taught by the ſaid Proſeſſor, 
even when the ſame was earneſtly crav'd, both by ſeveral Members, and 
2 128 Reverend Synod, in their Repreſentation given in ſor that 
12. The too much Indulgence. given, and little or no Notice taken, 
by our ww pra of ſeveral very lax and dangerous Books and Pam- 
P ets, lately publiſhed by ſome Miniſters, Probationers, and others in 
his Church, is, no doubt, of very dangerous Conſequence ; particu- 

larly two Pamphlets, viz. The Origin of Moral Virtue, and The A 
es no Enthuſiaſts-; with many others of the like Stamp, ſtufted with 
very dangerous and enſnaring Poſitions ; exalting praud corrupt Nature 
to a very undue Height; allowing precious Chriſt and his glorious 
_ Grace (inthe Work of Man's n very little, if any, Room at all 
| uw 
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Salvation, 5 many ſuch Evils, alas 1 roo frequent from Preſs an 


ulpit : The partial and ſuperficial Exerciſe of Diſcipline ; no faithful 
Eo of Grevanca to the” Chl Brew and the culpable 
lence, even of the more honeſt i in the Miniſtry, are Exils mark aboun- 
— in J. es To which may be added, as Evidences of im- 
nding Judgments, a Spirit of Diviſion amongſt all Sorts ; ; the Lord's 
Erie 599 in 2 great Meaſure his awn Ordinances, "Þblindin and hardning 
2 * ay une the Means of Grace; the Reſtraint of the Holy Spirit, 
AAA of his gracious. Inflyences ; me eparture 817 a Spirit 
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th —.— —— of other Evils tedious to mention, which may make 
2 fear and dread the Removal of the Lord's Candleftick, that a Bill 
of Divorce be put into our Hands, and the Inhabitants of theſe Lands 
5 to xe] linquiſh the very Profeſſion « of Chriſtianity, and to relapſe into 
ganiſm. 
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{halt be both enſnared and alk | 95 have Reaſon to believe, th 
if we, the People, had rightly improven Gol privileges, more freel 
eonfeſſed and mourned over our Proves ang p Defections; that 1 
this Church had ſtood in the Lord's Counſel, more reſolutely maintaine; 
bur Rights and Privileges, more publickly owned and fettled on a Cove- 
nanted Foundation, more fully teſtiſied, and faithfully declared againſt the 
Tyranny, Cruelty, and Bloodſhed of the late Times, more fully lamens 
ted our former and later Defections, more ſtrenwouſly oppoſed all Erafti- 
an Encroachments and Uſurpation ; had, with ſpiritual Hardneſs and Cou- 
rage in Face of any Danger, honeſtly witneſſed againft all theſe Evils 
above-named, with many others of the like Nature, we had not been in 
ſuch melancholly Circumſtances, in Reference to our ſpiritual and tem- 
poral Concerns, as we are at this Day. | 


Nee eee 
Unto the Reverend and Right Honourable, the Moderator 


and remanent Members of the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, met ar Edinburgh, May 4th, 1732, 


The Paper of human Teſtimonies referred to in 
our larger Paper of Repreſentation, and heres 
with produced, | 


 Humbly Sheweth, 1 8 | | 
HAT the Right of the Chriſtian People to chuſe their own Paſtors 
hath been aſſerted and maintained by both ancient and modern Pi- 
vines of greateſt Note; which, tho" not to be regarded, where Scrip- 
ture-teſtimony is either wanting, 'or oppoſite thereto; yet, when 
countenanced by Scripture-evidence, ought to have due Weight, and may bear 
us out againſt the Calumny of Factious logoeriey in this Appearance. We do 
not pretend to be extenſively acquainted with Writers, either ancient or mo- 
dern, nor do we think it proper to inſiſt in 2 before ſo learned a Ju- 
dicatory.; yet, that it may not be thought we Pon altogether without Book, we 
ſhall be ſatisfied any of the Venerable Aſſembly ſhould try and conſult theſe few 
of many that might be adduced. Cyprian, Biſhop or Paſtor of Carthage, in his 
68 Epiſtle, wherein he aſſerts, The People have the Power either of chuſing 
worthy Prieſts, ONS Nor ; and that this Privilege deſcends by Di- 
vine Authority; that a Prieſt ſhould be choſen in Preſence of the People, under 
the View of all, and that he ſhould be approyen as worthy and meet by common 
udgment and Teſtimony, Sc. This Epiſtle was written in Anſwer to ſome 
cople of Spain, who had written, deer to know how to carry in the Caſe 10 
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=) In his Epiſtle to the Corinthians. (5) Ignatius, Tertullian, Origen, Ambroſe, Chry- 


the Biſhops of ga erg: Keie 33 of the Biſhop of Roms; 
. impoſe a Paſtor gon them; and that, as the Determination, a in N. 
of an African Synod, which, nd Doubt, was e Reſult of mature Deliberationz 
conſidering the fitiort of Baſtlides,, who had ſtrong Party. We might 
have quoted the ils of Nice, Conſt ant inoplr, — days balceden, Laodicea, 
and many others; in ſome of which, the Want of * Election was held to 
make a Miniſter's Ordination void. And tho' the Conftitutions, called Apoſto- 
lical, be not regarded as ſuch; yet, whoever was the real Author, they are anci- 
ent, and ſignify the Senſe of the Church then: And theſe expreſly ordain, That 
Biſhops be choſen by all the People. Clemens, who lived in the Days of the Apoſtles, 
and is reckoned the firſt Writer after them, (a) teſtifieth, That the Apoſtles 
mſelves, appointed approved Perſons to the Office of the Miniſtry, by, or with 
he Conſent” of the whole Church. And the ſame was the Opinion» of [gnatins 
(5), and many other Fathers which might be adduced. The learned Turrettine 
(c) ſays, That Antiquity judged, as it were, in one Voice, that all ſuch Electi- 
ons were void, as wanted the Concurrence and Conſent of the People, Prin- 
cipal Rue (d) ſays, Nothing of Church-order is more clearly, and frequently, 
and unanimouſly in the Writings of the Ancients, and did longer continue un- 
taken away, even in the degenerate” Ages of the Church, than the 3 
Chuſing of their Paſtors: And thinks, that obtruding Paſtors on People without 
their Choice and Conſent, may be reckoned among the Novelties of Popery, 
That learned Gentleman, Sir Peter King (e) ſays, When the Biſhop of a Church 
was dead, all the People of that Church met together to chuſe a new Biſhop - 
And afterward, he ſays, Now the Mae of electing a Biſhop, (viz. during 
the firſt three Centurfes) I find to be thus, When a Pari ur Diſhoprick was 
yacant, through the Death of the Incumbent, all the Members of that Pariſh, 
both Clergy and Laity, they met together in the Church, commonly to chuſe a 
fit Perſon for bis Succeſſor, &c, And gives ſeveral Inftances of ſuch Electi- 
ons (F). Doctor Blondel (g), that learned Antiquary, undertakes, in a very 
long Diſcourſe, to make it out, that for 1200 Years the People then had free Li- 
berty in the Choice of their own Paſtors, - But, paſſing this, we humbly offer, 
2. That this Right of Peoples chaſing their own Paſtors, is the Sentiment of 
reformed Churches, and Proteſtant Divines ſince the Reformation; for which 
we refer to the Confeſſion of the Belgick Churches (b), which is pertinently ad- 
duced and explained by the learned Mareſers (i), This Confeſſion was fign'd bh 
the famous Synod of Dort, and by the 12t National — of France 5 ; anc 
the Judgment of the once famous and flouriſhing Church of France may be 
more fully gathered from their Aſſembly (), and from their Diſcipline (m) 
The famous Churches of Chriſt in Helvetia, or Switzerland (n), expreſly main- 
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om, Gregory the Great. (c) Inftit. Theol. Par. 3. p. 257. (d.) Rational Defence, 
2 (e) Is his Enquiry into n Ser of + the Church, during the hk 
three Centuries after Chriſt, p. 22: & 45. (J) As of Sabianus, Emerita Tabianus to 
Rome, and, after his Death, of Cornelius to Rome, Alexander to Feruſalem, Cyprian to 
Carthage; which alſo e, himſelf declares. (g) ut. Div. Min. Aug. p. 147 
) Art. 31. which 1s pertinently adduced, and explained by the learned Tareſtus, 
6) Chief Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of Groningen. (k) In the Year 1583; 
held at Titre. (ö) At Rochelle, 1571. (m) Chap. 1. Canon. d. Quick Synod, p. 59. (#) 
In their firft Conteflion compoſed at Baſil, 1536, and in their ſecond Confeſſion in 1566, 


— 


45 
tain the People's Right to chuſe theit'own Paſtors; which later Confeſſion of 
Helvetia was received by the Church of” Scotland, and approven in all Thitge 


o 


except the Obſervation of ſame Holy-days (o): And the ſame was received b 
he Churches of Chriſt, (y. The. Churches of Chriſt in Saxony were of this 
Judgment (4) : As alſo the Churches of Bohemia (r). In this Church the Re- 
rmation was begun by * Huſs, and Jerom of Prague; and their Confeſſion 
is ſaid to be taken out of Confeſſions of much older Date. And this was alſo the 
Confeffion of Proteſtants in the Marquiſate of Moravia, We might quote, to 
the ſame Purpoſe, many particular Chriſtian Writers, both more remote and in 
our neighbour-Ghurches (/), who all concur, to afſert and maintain the People's 
Right to chuſe-their own, Paſtors. But further, ir hath ſome Weight with us, 
we repreſem, 8 a | 
3. That this hath been the Sentiment of the Church of Scotland, and her beſt 
Writers, a Church which very early received the Goſpel, if not in the 1ſt, yet 
in the 2d Century, and which was publickly profefs'd in the Beginning of the 
3d. Ballens ſays, Before Palladius, the Scots had their own Miniſters, who were 
choſen by the Suffrages of the People, after the Manner of the Aſian Churches. 
Sir James Dalrymple, that learned Antiquary, when writing of Eamer the 15th 
Biſhop of St. Andrews, who lived in the 12th Century, makes it ap- 
r, that the People concurred in his Election; and from thence in- 
— the Scottiſb Form of Election: And adds, from an old Commentary of the 
Culdees, that there was no Ordination of a Biſhop without the Concurrence of 
the Laicks of the Place. Buchanan (t), tells us, That when Sir James Sandi- 
lands was ſent to the Queen Regent in 1558, in Name of all who ſtood for the 
Reformation, he requeſted, that the Election of Miniſters, according to the an- 
cient Cuſtom of thy Otuich, ſhould be made by the People. But more particu- 
lerly the Judgment of the Church of Scotland appears by her Books of Diſci- 


pline 
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(0) Cald. Hiſtory, p. 41. () Geneva, Savoy, Poland and Hungary, Cald. Hiſt. p. 42. 
3 Confeſſion Fad 3 at Wittembers: 1551 (r) Confeſſion + > ih by Label 2 
» Yelan&hon, and the Univerſity'of Wittenberg, 1532, and after that by all the free Ba- 
tons of the Kingdom of Bobemia. (/ Mather Magnalia Chriſti Americana, p. 21. 
- Flavel's Life toward the Cloſe. - Doctor Owen in his Anſwer to Stillingfleet, p. 295, 
346. Mr, Foſp Boyle a famons Iriſs Minifter, in his Anſwer to the Biſhop of Derry, p. 
149, & 180. See alſo tho modeſt A pology,occationed by the Importunity of the Bithop of 
| „p. 82. & 91. The Profeſſors of Leyden, particularly Nalleus, Voetins Profeſſor at 
Utrecht, Ameſius Profeſſor at Frankur, Mareſius at Groningen, Ryſſenius Paſtor at Na- 
wenter. _ The Centuri of Magdeburg. Daneus, a famous French Divine, imployed by 
the Church of France to go to the / (wap of Dort. Amthony Sadeel, a Perſon of eminent 
Learning and Piety. Bande] Lapeltus. Amyrald, Ubricus, Zuinglius, a primitive Re- 
Former in Helvetia; Bullinger at Zurich; and that great Man Peter Martyr, ſometime Pa- 
| ſtor in Helvetia, Muſculus Profeſſor at Berin; that great Man of God, Calvin, in his In- 
- Kitutions, and his Confeſſion of Faith; Turrettins, above quoted; Zanchy Profeſſor of 
© Keydellag, Funius and Tremellins there, Luther in Saxony at Wittemberg, Gerard at Fe- 
na in Saxony, and that famous Brunſwick Divine, Chamiſtin Brantius, and many 8 
foreign Divines; Doctor Field, the Biſhop of Landaff and Davenant; all the Britiſh 
Diviaes at the Synod of Dori, who ſign d. the ＋ Confeſſion; Doctor Pearſon, B 
ſhop of * 1 in his Annal. Cypr. Carteurigbe, Mara, Calamy, Toung, Neucomen ani- 
Spurſloav, Mr. Oliver Bowls a Member of the Aſſembly of Divines, Mr. Samuel Hudadd 
ſen, the Feen Manton on Heb. 11. 8. Havel, Hall, Whitaker, and many others 
(t) Hiſt. Lib. 16. (4) Firſt Book, 4th'Head; and ſecond Book of Diſcipline, Chap. 3 


Far, js. & Chap. 12, Par. 11, 125 13, 14. 
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ne (+), This allo vpptits' Fo A of Aﬀenbly: (x) eating, Thalia 
| en et Miniſters 1 Id de in t ger ee f | — 
that the Preſentation of ;Miniſtets Mold de in the Pebple;; fly it was ordained | 
by that Aſſembly, that Inhibition ould be fade te aff ati: filndry Perſons chen 


ſerving in the Miniſtry, who had not centred into their Charges by the Votes and 
Suffrages of the People; and (z) it was enacted, That no Perſon be intruded 
into any Office of the Kirk contrary to the Will of the Congregation to which 
they are appointed, The great Mr, Henderſon (a) ſays, That no Man is obtruded 
bers upon. their People ual thely, 9 n or tacite Conſent or Approbation. 
he Aſſembly 1649, tho* they give the Nomination to the Seſfion' or BBlderſhip, 
yer the: Presbytery is diſcharged to proceed to Ordination, unlefi the major Part 
ot the People acquieſce and conſerit ; which on the Matter is a Negative on the 
Elderſhip, and affirms the People's Right of Conſent. The Senſe of the 
Church of Scotland in this Matter is clearly ſet. forth by the renowned Mr. 
George Gilleſpie (b) : And even in the Time of the lamentable Differences be- 
twixt the publick Reſolutioners and Protefters, both Parties aſſert this Right of 
the People (c). But, to come nearer our own Times, there was even ſome Te- 
ſtimony given by this Church, in their Repreſentation to the Parliament of Bri- 
tain againſt Patronages, before the Bill paſt into an Act; tho' we could have 
wiſhed that Teſtimony had been more full, and that it had been duly adhered to 
afterwards. There have been ſome Appearances of this Kind, which we 
acknowledge are fo far fo be conſidered, as expreſſive of the Senſe of this Church 
in this Matter; as in the Synod of Hfe, diſcharging the Presbytery of Kirtaldie 
to plant the Pariſh of Ba/lingrie without the Conant of the er and better 
Part of that Congregation ; which Sentence was approven vy tne Commiſſion, 
and that Commiſſion by the Aﬀembly. The Sentiment of this Church may liks- 
wiſe ered from the Procedure of the Aſſembly in 1725 and 1726, in the 
Affair of a Call to pp: WA 1 7 havin 4 whilo 
the Majority were on the oppalite Side, were ex diſapproven by the follow- 
ing Afembly on that — But, beſides theſe Deeds of rtits Church, many 


eminent Wrhers of this Church have expreſſed the ſame Judgment (a N | 
4. We reprefent, that, as rhis hath been the Sentiment of . ch of $:5z- 
[and, ſo alſo of the State. The Council of Scotland fubſcri the firſt Book of 


Diſcipline, as conform to God's Word in all Points; and in that Book, the 
- People's Right to chuſe their own Paſtors, is aſſerted, 1f Book of Tb II 


12 
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1 N 680 wes detach e ‚ - » 441314 dd Si 'Y ETAL 
t Fitkt General Aſſembly of the Reformed Church of, Scotland, at Ehnugb, 
© cember zoth, 13560. ( Fourth-Genetal Aſſembly, December 25, 1555 9 7 1 85 
ral Aﬀembly 1638, held at Glaſgoro. (a) In his Treatiſe of the Goverument and 
der ot the Church of Scotland. (b) Eccl, Paſtor, Þ 27, 28, (c) Review of the Bt 
. | Proteſters no Sibverters, p. 15, 24, 26,32: | Teſtimony. to the Doctrine, c. of the 
Church of Sxot land ſubſcribed by Rutherford, Guthrie, and others, Fifteen Miniſters 
in the Province of Fe and Perth, p25 Sec alſo the Overtures e Di 
pline, e 53. Of vacant Cutrgregation! ang g thereof... (4) Knox 
Who had a great Hang jn the firſt Book Of Biſcipline, Mr. Fab Wirram, Mr 
Food, Mr. Fohn Minbeb, Mr. Fon "Row, and Mr. Fehn Douglas, Thie renowned 
Caldercvood, Alt. Danis. p. 592. Rutherford due Right of t 5 20. Mr. 
r. Gei G ie, 
Cypr. 


* Durham on Rev. Fol. Fdit printed 1658, p. 53, 58,: 68, 105, 203. Gill 

Engliſb Pop. Ceremon. p. 280. Mr. Wood agglalt Loben, p. 244. At. Paßt, p. 8 Prin- 
cipal Rule, Ref. Def. p. 196, 197. Principal Forreſter, Append. p- 262. Famefon, 
Jet Chap. 6. Profeſſor Halyburton's Serm. on Acts io. 29 p. 3. and many others. 


ram, e Spoti . 
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ar. 1. % No Man ſhould enter the Miniſtry without a lawful Vocation ; the 
« lawful Vocation ſtandeth in the Election of the People, Examination of the 
« Miniſtry, and Admiſſion of them both. | | 
© 24 Baok of Diſcipline, Chap. 12, Par. 10, 11. The Liberty of the Electi- 
« on of Perſons called to the Ecclefiaſtical Functions, and obſeryed without 
& nterruption, ſo Jong as the Kirk was not corrupted by Antichriſt, we deſire 
:* to he teſtored and retained within this Realm: So that none be intruded 
« upon any Coonre ation, either by the Prince, or any inferior Perſon, with- 
t gut lawful Election, and the Aﬀent of the People over whom the Perſon 
« is placed; as the Practice of the Apoſtolical and Primitive Kirk, and good 
«Order crave. | 98 
And becauſe this Order, which God's Word craves, cannot ſtand with Pa- 
« tronages and Preſentations to Bene fices, uſed. in the Pope's Kirk, we deſire all 
t them that truly fear God, earneſtly to conſider, that foraſmuch as the Names 
« of Patronages and Benefices, together with the Effect thereof, have flowed 
© from the Pope and Corruption of the Canon Law only, in ſo far as thereby 
ce any Perſon was intruded or placed over Kirks, having curam animarum (the 
« Charge of Souls; ) And foraſmuch as that Manner of Proceeding hath no 
& Ground in the Word of God, but is contrary to the ſame, and to the ſaid 
« Liberty of Election, they ought not now to baye Place in this Light of Re- 
« formation: And therefore, whoſoever will embrace God's Word, and defire 
« the Kingdom of his Son Chriſt Jeſus to be advanced, they will alſo embrace 
« and receive that Policy and Order, which the Ward o God, and u right 
ce — of hie Kirlsy crave; otherwiſe it is in vain that they have proteſſcd the 
« ſame. | 
The States of Parliament, March gth 1649, in that Act aboliſhing Patronages, 
as they reſcind all Acts in Fayours of them; 10 they do it in theſe expreſs Terms, 
«© The States of Parliament being ſenſible of the great Obligation that lies upon 
« them by the National Covenant, and Solemn League and Covenant, and by 
% many Deliverances and Mercies from God, and by the ſolemn TS CPE 
* unto Duties, to preſerve the Doctrine, maintain and vindicate the Liberties of 
4 the Kirk of Scotland, and to advance the Work of Reformation therein, to 
© the utmoſt of their Power: And. conſidering, that Patronages and Preſentati- 
« ons of Kirks, is an Evil and Bondage under which the Lord's People and 
6 Miniſters of this Land have long groned, and that it hath no Warrant in God's 
% Word, but is founded only on the common Law, and is a Cuſtom Popiſh, 
© and brought into the Kirk in Time of Ignorance and Superſtition; and that 
« the ſame 1s contrary to the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, in which, upon ſolid 
4 and good Ground, it is reckoned among Abuſes that are deſired to be refor- 
1 med, and unto ſeveral Acts of General Aſſemblies ; and that it is prejudicial 
« tothe Liberty of the People, and Planting of Kirks, and unto the free Calling 
« and Entry of Miniſters unto their Charge: And the ſaid Eſtates being willing 
« and defirous to promove and advance the Reformation foreſaid, that ever 
Thing in the Houſe of God may be ordered according to his Word and Com- 
« mandment; Do therefore, from the Senſe of the former Obligations, and upon. 
« the former Grounds and Reaſons, diſcharge for ever hereafter all Patronages 
and Preſentations of Kirks, whether belonging to the King or to any Laick 
Patron, Presbyterics, or others, within this Kingdom, as being unlawful and 
| | unwar- 
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ſay Merchant in Muſſelbur 
1 and James Hamilton Merchants in Dalla, Jobn Young Feuar in Weſter» 


and Walter Weir Indweller in Dunſe, 
ven ſon and James Hodge Merchants in Peebles, Robert Horn of Craigtoun, Milliam 


< unwarrantable by God's Word, 3 5 to the Doctrine and Liberty 
of this Kirk: And do repeal, reſcind, make void, and aunul, all Gifts and 
6 BINS granted thereanent,: and all former Acts made in Parliament, or in any 
inferior Judicature, in Favours of any Patron or Patrons whatſoeyer, ſo far as 
** the ſame doth, or may, relate unto the Preſentation of Kirks.” And a great 
deal more of this Strain as that Act more fully bears. WA Do F040 ro 
From all which Conſiderations, viz. the Teſtimony of ancient and modern 
Churches, and particular Chriftian Writers abroad and at home, we humbly con. 
ecive the Chriſtian People have Ground to aſſert and maintain their fore- 
ſaid Rights and to ftand up for the Liberties where with Chriſt hath- made 
them free, againſt all Encroachments thereupon.  » . 


FCC 


The Commiſſion. 


| E Subſcribers hereunto do authorize and commiſſionate Alexander Li. 

vingfton Tenant in Samwuelſtoun, '' Alexander Wight Tenant in Couſlan, 
David Watſon Tenant in C * Andrew Steil in Eaft-Saltown, Richard Lind- 
» William Hog Portioner in Fiſberrow, Thomas F. 


Hlyochy, Andrew. Horn Wright in Balada, Thomas ' Beveridge Merchant in 
Braughty, James Baxter Tenant in Eſperftoun, James Mark Couper in Ancrum 


« * 

' Thomas Taylor in Howbuyn;" George Ronaldſon Tenant in Caberfoun, Fobn 

Hunter, Aychibald Keith and Thomas Robertſon Indwellers in Edinburgh ; William 

 Braidevood, Jobn Cleland, Fames Wood, Thomas Davidſon and John Bryſon Bur- 

geſſes in Edinburgh ; Robert Hill Brewar in Portsburgh, 28 right in 
e 


otterrow, Andrew Maul Taylor in Bathgate, Robert Beatſon Baxter in Canon- 
gate, Mungo Thomſen Indweller in Fedburgh, William Hunter Tenant in Megelpots, 
Toby Greig Sadler in Glaſgow, John Ste- 


Rammage Tenant in Hallarim, or any one of them, to preſent to the General 


Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, or Committees thereof, againſt the fifth or 


ſixth Days of May One thouſand ſeyen hundred and thirty two Years, our 'Pa- 
intituled, A Repreſentation and Petition of a confiderable Number of 


"Chriſtian People, Sc. as alſo, A larger Repreſentation and Confirmation of 
what is only 1 hinted in the foreſaid Paper hereto referred, Ec. (together 
u 


with a Paper of Human Teſtimonies confirming Popular Election) for Reme 
of Grievances, and negotiate the ſame. Witnels our Hands at Edinburgh, t his 4 


Day of May 1732 Years. | . 
James, M bite William Maffat, Michael Cochran, 
William Rate, David Duncan, ames Hay, 51 
David Leſly,, - David Owen, FVobn Reid, 

Alexander Lyell,  ' Robert Stewart, | © Fobn Thomſon, 

. William Melvil, FHilliam Samuel, Jon Reit. 

- Zohn. Robertſon, "William Brown, © Andrea Thomſon, © 
Alexander Wilſon, Thomas Govan, William Taylor, 


George Ramſay, 

Hilliam Launio, William Smith, 

Robert Hunter, Walter Fiſber, 
David Wright, mes Aikenhead, eorge Baillie, 
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An exact Copy of the Supplication and 


William Maytims; 


Alexander Wright, „iam Robertſon, obn Bryce, 


William Henderſon, dobard Dick, 
Fames Dickſon, George Mayſbal, 


Complaint, (gc. 


Unto the Reverend and Right Hmourable, The Modera* 
tor, and remanent Members of the G eneral Aſſe nbly of 
the Church of Scotland, /itting at Edinburgh zhis 1526 
of May 1732. ; gots 


The Humble Supplication and Complaint of us 


Underſubſcribers, Commiſſioners appointed to 
negotiate the Repreſentation and Perition of a 
conſiderable Number of Chriſtian People in 
the Bounds of ſeveral Synods within this Church, 


Humbly Sheweth, 


HAT whereas the ſaid Repreſentation and Petiti | 
re 4 2 — and given in to the Reverend _ es. Bills 


| la 
and we having waited on all the Diets of the ſaid Commi earneſt= 
2 to have the ſaid Repreſentation and Petition tranſinitted to 
this Venerable Aſſembly but, they having refuſed our ſaid Deſire, we 
thereby think ourſelves and Conſtituents very much leſed, eſpecially ſince it is 
the Privilege ot all Perſons that are not under arbitra Government, to be heard 
before the 3 Judicatories in any Matter that affect, their Intereſt and Pri- 
vilege: Therefore we humbly crave, That this Venerable Aſſembly would read 
and conſider the foreſaid Papers, and take what Methods you, in your great Wiſ- 
dom, ſhall judge moſt conducive for redreſſing the ſaid Grievances mentioned in 
the foreſaid Papers. Subſcribed at Zaimburgh, May 15th 1732 Years by _ 


Jobn Cleland, John Bryſony 

Hunter, Arehibald Keith, e 0, 

— Brai Walter Meir, Robert Horn, 

Thomas. Robertſon, Fames Wood, G 2 
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| 40 0722 of or PROTEST... 
V E Underſubſcribers, Commithoners for negotiatingthe Repreſentation and 
Petition of a conſiderable Number of Chriſtian People in ſeveral Synods 
1 within this Church, do hereby, for our on Exoneration to our Conftitu- 
ents, proteſt, 'That we have taken all the 5 regular Methods to obtain 
33 


Redreſs of the Grievances mentioned in the foreſaid rs, but have been refuſed 
the common Juſtice of a fair Hearing in open Aſſembly ; and, whatever bad Ef- 


1 ” 


Ne 


fects may follow upon this Treatment to us and our Conſtituents, and all who ad- 


Here to this our Teſtimony, we ſhall not bear the Blame. 

We crave this our Proteſtation may be recorded in the Books of the Venerable 
Aſſembly, that Poſterity may know we have- done, in our Capacities and Sta- 
tions, what we could to exoner our Conſciences, and free ourſelves of the bad 
Conſequences that may enſue ; and hereupon we take Inſtruments in the Hands 
of the Clerk of the General Aſſembly, and crave. Extracts thereof. Subſcribed. 
at Edinburgh, this 16 Day of May 1732 Ycars, by 


-Fobn Clelgnd, Juobn Bryſon, Andrew Steil; mT 
John Hunter, Archibald Keith, Robert Horn. 
illiam Rraidwood, Malter N eir, s F 
Thomas Robertſon, James Wood, "4 


A Copy of an Inſtrument; 
At Edinburgh the nineteenth Day of May, One thouſtmd' 
' ſeven hundred and thirty two Tears, and of his. Ma- 
jeſtys Reign the fifth Tear. 


HE which Day, in Preſence. of me Notar-publick, and Witneſſes ſub- 
ſcribing, compeared John Cleland Merchant in Edinburgh, as one of the 
Commiſſioners to negotiate a Petition and Repreſentation, c. of a con- 

fiderable Number of Chriſtian People within the Bounds of ſeveral Synods, to the 

Venerable Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, and paſt with me to the perſonal 

Preſence of Mr. Nico! Spence Clerk- de pute to the foreſaid Aſſembly, and there 

narrated to him, That ſoraſmuch as there was a Supplication and Complaint given 

in to the ſaid Aſſembly by the ſaid Commiſſioners; and; upon Refuſal of reading 
of the ſamen, there were Inſtruments taken in the Hands of the foreſaid Mr. 

' Spence their Clerk, and craved an Extract of the foreſaid Supplication and Prote- 

ation, for the Exoneration of himſelf and the other Commiſſioners and Conſti- 

tuents, that they had done their utmoſt in a regular Way, to abtain Redreſs of 
their Grievances contained in their foreſaid Papers; and the Aid Mr. Spence acknow- 


* 


ledging there were ſuch a Supplication and Proteſtation given in, and offered to 


give them back, and the Half Guinea with them 1 but, the — 4. — allowing 
Pim to put them into the Records, he could give no Extracts : Therefore the 
ſaid ohn Cleland, as one of the Commiffioners foreſaid, did again deſire and re- 
quire up from the ſaid Nicol ce an Extract ot the ſaid Writs above-mentio- . 


ned, or an Inſtrument under his Hand, in Manner, and to the Effect above-writ- 


ten; and, in reſpe& the ſaid Nico] Spence ſtill refuſed to do the ſame, the ſaid 
Fobn Cleland, as one of the Commiſſioners foreſaid, and in Name of all the other 


Commullioners, and their Conſtituents and Adherents, in order eee the | 


— — 


* 
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fully exonered, and that the Blame of any bad Effect that may follow upon the 
Refuſal of the above Defire may not be laid on them : And thereupon the ſaid 


bn Cleland, as Commiſſioner foreſaid, asked and took Inſtruments in my Hands, 


te, Place and ** Reign above - mentioned, in Preſence of Robert Cleland 


and Robert Lithgow, Merchants in Edinburgh, Witneſſes to the haill Premiſſes. 
Ba eſſe ut premittitur, Ego Gulielmus Monteith Notarius publicus ad premiſſa re- 
guiſitum teſtem, his meo ſigno & ſubſcriptione manualibus aſſero & atteſtor.. 
TEE ; N Robert Lithgow, Þ yi G 
Robert Cleland, 8 


William Monteith N. P, 


POSTSCRIPT. 
E, for the further eaſing of our own Conſciences,convincing of the Genera- 
tion and exonering ourſelyes to Poſterity, thought it needful to have ad- 
ded to our following Teftimony, a more full Enumeration of Greivances; but, 
becauſe theſe are pretty fully repreſented in ſeveral Prints already, and for pre- 
venting the ſwelling of our Paper to too large a Bulk, we chuſe rather than paſ- 
fing them 9s 1 to hint at a few, as follows, a 

I. After theſe Lands had ſolemnly entred into Covenant with the Lord, how 
unreaſonably did they, Anno 1651, reſile from the ſame ; when the publick Re- 
ſolutioners, to the Number of 600 Miniſters, agreed, and conſented to take into 
Places of Power,and publick Truſt in Church, State and Army, ſuch as were known 


Encivics te eh. Covenants, al VV ork of Reformation? And from this firſt Step 


of DefeCtion, as from a corrupt Fountain, did ſpring a Train of the moſt melan- 
cholly Conſequences; for the foreſaid Number of Miniſters, excepting 40, did, 
Anno 1662, contrary to their Oath, embrace abjured Prelacy, overturning the 
whole Work of Reformation, ſo well laid and erected by our reforming Fathers, 
and perſecuted, for long 28 Years, all ſuch as conſcientiouſly adhered therero. 

2. The deceitful and deſtructive Bonds and Oaths obtruded in the late 


Times of Perſecution on the Conſciences of moor Thouſands; ſuch as, the 


Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, Abjuration, the Bond of Peace and Regalari- 
ty, with the abominable Teſt, directly and formally abjuring the Lord's cove - 
nanted Work in theſe Lands. ; 

3. The Receiving into this Church's Boſom, at the Revolution, not a few Mi- 
niſters and Elders, who had been guilty of, and chargeable with, the foreſaid A- 
bominations, without their making any due Acknowledgment of, or profeſſing 
in a judicial Way any Repentance for, the ſaid criminal Evils. 


* 
— 


4. This Church's not approving, judicially, the former Witneſſings and 8af- 


ferings of the Lord's People for Chriſt's Intereſt, but rather looking on theſe 
zealous Contendings with too much Diſregard. | 


5. The receiving of Prelatick Curates at the Revolution into Miniſterial Com- 


munion, without the leaſt Shadow of Repentance; and thereby hardning Offenders, 
and robbing the Lord of his Glory, which ſhould have been given him by a due 
Confeſſion, 
6. The Aſſembly's he ard bh, Anno 1690, That they would not depoſe any 
Epilcopsl Incumbents, faply or their Judgment anent the Goyernment 'of the 
urch, tho directly contrair our Covenants, by which they were bound to <x- 
tirpate Prelacy, + | * 45 
_ G's . 7. Not 


Work, have been indu e advanced. 


12 


r or ſince the Revolution, to renew our ſa- 


N req be Perſons inveſted with Regal Authori 
N 3 according to ae poet comp RE. 


7. 1 

> Phe — ls, Petitions, or Addreſſes to the ; even by _ 
Kick antiforipen — the Lords Spiritual; altho* that, even ir 
Union Eſtab Ehen, So ies here were to be excem'd from every Thi in- 
conſiſtent with their known . a Privilege allowed to the with 25 

10. This Church's not making ſuch a full Enumeration of National ins, in 
ace es & National Faſts, as was needful, and pled for by many Members 

udicato 

11. This Church's ſubmitting. at aul ſince the Revolution, unto an Oath of 
Sa excluſive of all other Oaths whatſomever, and conſequently of our 

enants.. . 

12. The finful Aſſociations and Coulfderadies with Idolaters, Hereticks, 
known Enemies of Truth and Godlineſs, which have been made and entred into 
by theſe Lands, contrary to ture, and ſound Divines 4 * Head. 

1755 The ſinful Practice of admitting of Elders, who are eithe oe New — 
dalous; ſuch as, Drun Swearers, Mockers at ſerious G 
cters of Family y-worſhip, and old Teſters. 

14. This Charch* 5 Proceſſi and. Cenſuring of many faithful and honeſt Mi- 
niſters and others, while the Erroneous, and ies to the Lord's covenanted 


I fred The ftumb ractice of Rrengthaing the Hands of the Wicked, moſt 
frequent, I. the Poor and 2 the Flock are puſhed with the Shoulder. 
16. The Ordaining and Settling in Pariſhes young Men of looſe Principles, and 
of 2 ht and kal Conv . while many ſound, ſerious, y. and 
of great are iſcouraged, reproached, and induftrioufly kept our. | 
17. The idolatrous Cuſtom and Practice of Swearing by kiſſing of the Gol 
pels, too much now in Uſe us; the Sinfulneſs whereof is clearly and un- 


anſwerablyevinced in a Book called, The new Mode 8 Sevearing. 


18. The Profaning of, and a the great and holy Name of God in vain, by 
a ſinful, — and frequ epetition of the EE dame Oaths; as if they 


vere ether binding on the Ce for a ſhort Date, ar did not biod him 


in whatſoever Ca 2 
19. The ſcandalous Practice of Swearing and Mocking in Time of pu blick 
Worſhip, at ſerious and godly Miniſters, and of coming to the Church 2 
ly tor t eſe profane Ends. 
20. The Fofal and offenſive Practice of attending and waiting almoſt whole 
Nights on profune Comedies and Balls, too much in Faſhion, and that even a- 
ſuch as are Profeſſors, and admitted to the Lord's Table. 
21. The partial and ſuperficial Exerciſe of Church-diſcipline ; and the pa fling 
wa and conniying at, the groſiy Immoral, as Drunkards, Swearers, Liars, „ Bl 
Þ mers, Sabbath-breakers, perjured Perſons ; the Cenſuring of few or none but 
ornicators and Adulterers among the meaner Sort; allowing theſe that are 
rich to buy off Kirk-cenſures with Sums of Money. 
_ .22, The Conniving at Papiſts in the Exerciſe of their idolatrous W ad he 
and —— Malls; and at — Ruakers,, Socinians, Arigns, aud = 


4 9 e 

a un. errptius mid blaſphemous Perſons, in their Venting of damnaVle Dodtner, 

„ — 23. The Profaning the holy Ordinance of che Lord's Supper, by proftituting 

it to Perſons evidently enworthy, and thereby involving Thonſands inthe cg 
Ment-procuring Sin of unworthy Communicating, aud cructtying che Lord ret . 
24. The Allowing of ſuch as have raktn the Sacramental Paſt, to communit- 
cate in this Church, without any Acknowledgment of their Offence. 
25. The Remiſhefs and Negligence of many Minifters in their Miniſter: a! 
Work, ſeldom viſiting ot earechifing their Parifhes ; not walking wich exem- 
plary and convincing Corrverfitions, as He-goats before their Flocks, feeding 
them with the Frothiof Words, and dead, dry, moral Harangues ; ſeldom or 
little _— on Man's original and nature n the Neceſſity of Rege- 
neration or Converſion, the Nature of Faith, of the Covenant of Grace, or 
of free Juſtification through the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
26. The Presbytery of Edinburgh their making an Act 1720, reſtricting all in 
their Bounds to two Sermons on the Faſt-day before the Sacrament ; one on the 
Preparation-day, and to one upon the Thankſgiving-day ; as alfo to a certain 
Month in the Year, diſcharging all Sermoris in Church-Yards at the Celebration 
of the Lord's Supper. 

27. The late AR of the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, concern- 
ing the Method of planting vacant Churches, the Tenor whereof follows ; 


At Edinburgh the Fifteenth Day of May, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty tao. 
& E General Aﬀembly taking to rheit ſerious Conſideration how neceſſa- 
4 ry it is, That (until it ſhall pleaſe God in his Providence to relieve 
« this Church from the Grievances ariſing from the Act reſtoring Patronages) 
& there ſhould be an eſtabliſhed Rule for the Planting of Vacant Pariſhes, when 
& the Right of doing fo falls into the Hands of Presbyteries, either tanguam 
t, jure devoluto, or by the Conſent of ſach as have Intereſt : And that there may 
*« be an uniform Method followed by Presbyteries in this Matter, and fo the un- 
ec „ and Diviſions, which have often fallen out upon ſuch Occafions, 
4 may be prevented in Time coming; and alſo, that it may be evident, that this 
* Church defires to have all the Pariſhes in it ſettled in fach a Manner as may 
ec pive reaſonable Satisfaction to all concerned; Therefore ENACTS and OR- 
« DAINS, That all Presbyteries, when the Planting of any Pariſh ſhall fall into 
« their Hands 8 jure devoluto, take Care to have the ſame ſupplied by a 
« well-qualifted Goſpel Miniſtert, to labour among the People for their Spiritual 
% Edifteatiens And, in Order thereurto, when Application ſhall be made 
& unto them by any two or more of the Heritors and n or ſeparately, 
« for the Moderation of a Call; the Presbytery ſhall appoint Intimation to be 

* made from the Pulpit of the Vacant Pariſh, ten free 55 
4 for that Effect, that a Call is to be moderated; and ſhall appoint one or more 
« of their Number, who, after Sermon, ſhall meet with the Heritors and Elders 
of the vacant Pariſh, in Preſence of the Congregation, upon the Day fixed for 
&« the Moderation, to moderate in a Call to One to be Miniſter of the Parih,who 
« is to be Hlected and Called by the Heritors and Elders in a conjun& Meeting. 
© That, after the finiſhing of the Election, the Perſon ſo elected to be Miniſter 
e ſhall be propoſed to the Congregation, to be either Approven or Diſapproven 
'« of by them; That the Diſapprovers ſhall offer their Reaſons to the Prebyrery 
Lat the Bounds, at whoſe fadgwent, and by whoſe Determination, the —4 
| ö « ling 


ys before the Meeting 
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4% ling and Entry of the Miniſter ſhall be ordered and concluded according to 
„the Rules of this Church. That, in Caſe of Vacancies in Royal Burghs, the 


Election or Call ſhall be by the Magiſtrates, Towu- Council and Elders in a 
« joint Meeting, where there is no Landward Pariſh ; and by the Magiſtrates 
« Town: Council, Heritors and; Elders in a joint Mecting, where Part of the 
« Pariſh is in Landward. And the General Aſſembly declares, That all Heri- 
« tors, being Proteſtants, who ſhall be willing os ſubſcribe the Call by themſelves, 
or their lawful Proxies, or who fhall by a Writing under their Hand invite the 
« Perſon called to be Miniſter of the Pariſh, and to exerciſe the Duties of his 
« Minfterial Function, and promiſe to encourage him in it, ſhall be admitted to 
« vote in Calls or Election of Miniſters to Vacant Pariſhes: And that no Vote, 
« either of Heritors or Elders, ſhall be ſuftained, except ſuch as ſhall have 
« either ſigned the Call, or for whom there ſhall be produced a, Writing in the. 
« Manner and to the Purpoſe above-mentioned, in Preſence of the Miniſter mo- 
« derating in the Call. And in Caſe of Difference amongſt the Heritors and 
« Elders about the Perſon to be elected, the Miniſter erating is appointed 
to reduce what ſhall be alledged on both Sides into a Minute, containing the 
« true Matters of Fact impartially, and to lay the ſame before the Presbytery 
« for their Deciſion. And, in Call no Application ſhall be made to the Presby- 
« tery in Manner foreſaid, by the Heritors or Elders, for moderating a Call 
« within fix Months after the jus devolutum begins to take Place; the General 
« Aflembly recommends it to Presbyteries- to plant vacant Churches in ſuch 
1% Manner as ſhall contribute moſt to the Advancement of Religion, and to the 
« Peace and Comfort of Pariſhes. | . " e 
And, that there may be no unneceſſary. Delays in Planting of Churches, the 
« Aſſembly turther ordains, That in Caſe within the fix Months next after the 
* Vacancy, ſuch as have Intereſt ſhall how their Diſpoſition to comply with this 
« Eccleſiaſtical Rule, by applying to the Presbytery to have the Pariſh planted in 
« the Way and Manner aboye-ſpecified, the Presbytery ſhall proceed to the Set- 
« tlement thereof in the foreſaid Way and Manner, without putting it off till 
< the ſaid Six Months are expired. And the General Aſſembly recommends it to 
4 all Miniſters, Preachers and Members of this Church, to take Care that they do 
not encourage nor go into any Method for planting Vacant Churches, contrary 
* to, or inconſiſtent with, this Act. 


A. few ſhort Remarks (by a private Hand, and Subſcrib- 
er of the Teſtimony) on the ſeafonable Warning, &c. 
CO Ometime ago, there came to Hand a little ſcurrilous Pamphlet, of a Sheet 
8 and a half of Paper, with the ſpecious Title of A Seaſenable Narning, &c, 
wherein the Author, appear ing in OG Shapes, comes forth with his Pen dip'd in 
Gall, almoſt Inch · deep; warning the World of a great many Evils, but eſpecially 
of the Chriſtian People's harmleſs and honeft Repreſentation, as the moſt for- 
midable and dangerous. His Ps in the very Entry to his Task, is to ſtumble, 
I know not how, on a Book called, The plain. Reaſons; and, looking on it with 
a very ſowre and moroſe Countenance, he's pleaſed, after the dropping of Two 
or Three ſharp Reflections, to turn his Back, diſdaining any further Conver- 


ation with it: Only, in a Suitableneſs to the Character he aſſümes, he thinks fit 


to warn us of the perilous Times we live in, when ſuch Books 7 * by him 
Lucubrations and Productions) meet with ſo general and kind Reception, e- 
Ypecially among the Vulgar. | In 


A 


.. the Overture, call it ra 
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In his 5th Page, He's pleaſed, as a learned Divine, to entertain us with ſich: 
a Definition: or Deſcription ' of the Chriſtian Religion, ſo very ſtrange, as that 
hardly could Ariſtotle, Plato or Seneca, theſe renown'd Pagan Moraliſts, juſtly 
"refuſe ir, as much different from their Religion of Nature: No more men- 
- tioning Jeſus Chriſt, the free Grace of God in him, and the Holy Ghoſt's ſpecial 
2 — and gracious Operations, with the like eſſential and conſtituent Parts 
of Chriſtianity, than if the Holy Bible had never viſited our Earth; judging 
perhaps ſuch Things as theſc, only as ſo. many. poor ſeparable Accidents, with- 
but which his fine Chriſtian may poſſibly, make a tolerable Shift. 17 7 
Ia p. . After he has turn'a Advocate, and pled paſſionately, or, if you 
© pleaſe, compaſſionately, for his worthy Client, Patronage; and-argu'd from ſe- 
veral Topicks, with as much Heat and Sweat as One expecting a large Fee from 
the old Pope's Coffer, he comes, as Phyſician, with a ſovereign Cure of rare 
Ingredients; apprehending, no doubt, his Romiſh. Brat might poſſibly receive 
ſome dangerous Wound from the Chriſtian People's Repreſentation, telling us, 
The Confaſions and Diviſions charged on Patronage flow from ſomething elſe, 
iz. unruly Zeal, private Intereſt, and the * Practiſing of many; and 
that as far as he can ſee (for who can help wilful Blindneſs? ) there is no intrin- 

fick Evil in Patronages. A rare Cure! and fine Specifick! and perhaps a- 

mongſt the very beſt in Bellarmine's Shop. . i 8 

In p. 8. His Malice at Popular Election, outrunning his Wit, ſtorms ſo 
highly, that one would think the Man expreſly anathemarizeth that ancient and 
Innocent Truth, in theſe Words;,— -** Aud I believe, the Rights of the Chriſtian 

People will not go a Whit the ſooner to the Devil becauſe he and the Lack 

ee may have deſerted theſe Chriſtian Raſcals.” 
In p. 10. He advances, in a mighty Huff, againſt the Chriſtian People's Right, 
and pelts it very hard, with Three or Four of his ſtrongeſt Arguments, as weigh. 
ty as Windleftraws; and makes ſeveral bold Thruſts, with a Weapon or Two 
of old Bellarmine's framing, bur pitifully blunted by our Proteſtant Champions ; 
and, being aware of this, he uſes his utmoſt Skill in logical Axioms, for ring- 
ing his old ruſty Tools to a right Edge; alledging, That to argue from the Leſs 
to the Greater, from the People's Power of chuſing a Deacon, to that of chuſing 
a Paſtor, is no certain Way of concluding, But, with his Leave, the Axiom, as 
he words it, will not hold, eſpecially in negative Propoſitions ; nor yet always in 
thoſe that are affirmative: For in Scripture we find nothing more frequently uſed 
than ſuch a Way of Arguing, Luke 11. 13. Mat.6.26,---30. Wherefore if Ged ſo clothe + 
' the Graſs of the Field, ——- Shall be not much more.cloths you, O ye of little Faith 2 And 
for all the Pains this Gentleman hath been at to ſharpen his Achillean Argu- 
- ments, yet, with all the Force he's Maſter of, they cut not Skin-deep. 

In p. 14. You'll find him metamorphos'd into a Libeller; and, for all his Skill, 
committing a mighty Blunder as to the Relevancy of his Libel : For, if his Eyes 
are not clouded with a he may ſee the People, in their firſt Remark on 
5 in making it an Interim Ker before it went to the Preſ- 

byteries, and not a ſtanding Act, as he moſt falſly repreſents it. And, to uſe his 
on Words againſt himſelf, it the Harney had bid nee to all kind of Mo- 
- deſty, he hath Reaſon, enough to bluſh for ſuch a palpable Calumny : And 
whatever he intends by the Uſe of that Expreſſion, Marrow-bones, he bewrays, 
ve fear, too little Acquaintance, either with the chocking Bones of Law-Terrors, , 
A refreſhing Marrow of Goſpel.Grace. | r 
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, to ſel] his Romif Wares, z. at 600 Merks, from 35 . oY 
Ia ſuch a Strain, as Ef he were diſpoſed to turn Factor for Rome, or Pedlar for vending 
Hi fe and . | 0 | 4 
Ip 16. He the learn d Critick, telling us, That before all the Words ending iu 
-ans, as- Arians, Amins, there's not one Word in the People's Teſtimon that . 4 
: Antinomi, before. theſe three Letters; Well, I doubt not but the People will be ſatiſ ?- 
fied. with the Warner, that Antinomians be added, and himſelf with the foremoſt ; ſee«- 
Jos pot are greater Antinomians, or Enemies, to the Law, than proud Legaliſts, . 
y offering only the poor Payment of their nicknam'd Hdlineſs, Picty, Charity and 
good Works, affront and diſhonour the Law: And none greater Enemies to Antinomaniſm, 
200 2 of — than 1 5 their own Righteouſneſs; and 
orks) do preſent to a craving the infinite Merits and glerio Hon 
of the * NN 8 TH | r 
In þ 20, He licks his Rrother. Simſom as clean as a Lamb, aſſuring us, for all that's 
Laid agaiuft him, he's fully (Fisficd as-to his Orthodoxy ; and is — oſſended at 
People's dabbling (as he words it) in fuch myſterious Matters. Bur; pray, Sir, when 
ſuch Gentlemen as you would rab Chrift of his glorious Divinity, and conſequently the 
Church of a Saviour, may not his deſpiſod and oppreſſed Friends remonſtrate agai 
ſach matchleſt Treaſun, and crimſon Wickedneſs, without being ſneeringly re- 
proached, as Dabblers in Myſteries ? I would adviſc Mr. Harvey againſt dabblin 
In ſuch Blaſphemjes, and to tremble at the fatal End of the wretched Authar of 15 
' damnable a Hereſy, '_ © | —_— 22 
In p. 24. He inveighs ſharply againſt the Marrow, and all its Well-wiſhers, as very 
inſutficient Judges. of the "Caſe, Rare — them a diſtretive Judgment in any 
Matters deeſdecd in Judicatories; and ſo would lily inſtill the old Romi Principle of 
'believing, right or wrong, as the Church believes, into his ſubmiſſive Diſciples. / 
In the of p. 21. Yow'll find him ſo extrayagantly rie, cul * alous for - 
Toleration, that all without Exception, ny 13 Conſcience, are welcome to 
its Shadow z ſo that Arians, and all the blackeſt Sett of Hereticks on Earth, yea, ſuch 
as burn'd their own Children to Moloch, cannot, 1 to him, be refuſed Shelter 
and peaceable Reſidence in Chriſt's Church, without the Charge of Perſecution, and of 
laying an Embargo on their Conſciences. | de N 
In P. 22. He makes a mighty Buſtle about I know not well What, the n the 
"Preſs ; as if the People, when complaining of ſeveral erroneous and dangerous Pamph- 
lets, (uch as his) were for laying an Embargo on the Preſs; a Dream of his own, and 
hat never entred their Thoughts: And yet, like One tranſported with Fury, he vo- 
mits forth, in the Compaſs of 20 Lines, ſuch a Flood of vile Reproaches lothſom 
Epithets againft the Chriſtian People, and their Zeal, as were ſuthcient to ſtain a 
Volume of 1000 Pages; and bewreys ſo much Feſuitical Trick and, Cunning, as 
i ne had ſerved an Apprentice ſeven Tears beyond the Alps. 
* In 5. 23- He adyances,. like another Rabſbakeh, with his Mouth full of Raillery a- 
allt the whole Army of our Holy Refarmers ;. and Pouring out his vile Reproaches 
* on our ſacred Covenants, and worthy Covenanters; telling us, That their Swearing to 
extirpate Prelacy; (and perhaps Popery too) he could never be reconciled to, as being 
too near a- kin to that perſecating Spirit of the Church of Rome, and warranted no-— 
Where in Scripture. A.Zealous and Worthy Warning! Hardly could a Candidate for. 
a Biſhop's Mitre, or a Cardinals Cap, ſhew- more Teeth againſt Reformation and Scrip- 
1 Principles. . 2 nnr ; : 
, * b. Laff, He denies, in very plain Words, the divine Right of! any Church-Govern- 
ment whatſoe verʒ and for this only unanſwerable Reaſon, He could never be brought 
to believe or fee it, - All;Lihall ay, He muſt be very blind that will not ſee it, an 98 
natdnęd, that cannot believe it; and the worſt T wiſh him is, Soon may he be cur d of 
his; Blindneſs and Unbelicf both, and then he'll become a Warner or Watchman, not 
Tor BakeF's, but Zion's Walls. 3 2 


In B 1g. You'll ſee him turnia £5 a ll fo 
9 5 Ke eee 


Reader, Twäved a direct Anſwer, judging our Warner unworthy -of it, and the wy : F 


Reading of his Pamphlet an Anſwer to itfelf; And that the People's Teſtimony. is 


TS AS, ' f 2 


